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Abstract

Thisarticlewillanalyzemetaphorical depictionsofbridges in7VieSi伽αﾉ．i"jo", 7ｿ1e

""o66",and7ｿieZ,o/t/可"ieR"Zgrtouncovel･sul･reptitiousthemesanddeterminegenre-

speci6cstrengthsandweaknessesinJ.R.R.Tblkien'swriting.PfWingspecialattention

totheBridgeofAngbandepisodeinthetalcofBerenandLtithienin7VieSiﾉﾉ"α〃/"o"，

culmraldistinctionsexpressedthroughdetailsofbridgedepictionin7ｿze"bbb"and

Gandalf'sbattlewiththeBalrogatDurin'sBridgein刀12Loﾉ泓〔ヅ伽R"唖,patterns

ofbridgerepresentationineachworkwillbeidentilied.Afierreviewingevelybridge

referenceinallthreeworks, itwillbeassel･tedthatbridgedepictionin'Iblkien'sfantasy

isgenerallyusedasameansofimagisticallycommunicatingchangesinpowerl･elations

betweencharactersandcultures.Acomparisonorsuperliciallysimilarbridgedepictions

inmultipleworksdemonstl･atesconsiderabledevelopmentintheauthol･'santi-Utilitarian

ethicaltheolybetweenthewritingoftheWie"o6b"and7yiel,oﾉ劒qか/'eR"“・By

combininghisaestheticpl･efel･encelbl･storiesfbaturillge"c"""可ﾌﾙewithamol･ally

seriousquestnal･rativewritteninanincreasinglysophisticatedprosestyle,7ｿieLoﾉぱげ

/heR加邸succeededinfilsingelementsoftheflily-tale, theepic,andthenovel intoa

surprisinglyinnuentialnewliteralygenl･e:thefimtasynovel.

Keywords:bridge,e"c"""Op/ie,ftlily-tale,J.R､R・Tblkien,7yieHo66",

7ｿieS""1α〃/"o〃
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I. Introduction

Although7ｿ7e"ob6"(1937)and7yleSi〃"q7･""O"(1977)havebothgarnereda

certainamountofpopularandcriticalattention,J.R.R.Tblkien'smosthighly

regardedwol･kispI･obably耐eLo”qfr"eR"79F（1954).Havingsaidthis, its

literalyl･eputationhaspaledincomparisonto itsongoingpopularity.While

certaincriticsincludingW.HAuden(Le"e",229)werequicktoendol･seitwith

unbridledenthusiasm,7WeLoﾉ"dq///zeR//7gshasalsobeensummal･ilydismissed

bymanyothers(cfCarpentel;222-223)andevenaftermanyyeal･shasfailedto

gainanybroad-basedcriticalsuppo1･t.AsTblkienhimselffeltthatwell-meaning

attemptstohelpskepticsappreciateliteralyworkstheydislikedfi･omtheoutset

wereawasteoftime(Le"eﾉ汐,229),thisalticlewillnotendeavortowinover

thosewhoiind'Iblkien'soeuvreasawholedistastefill.Rathel;anattemptwill

bemadetousebridgedepictionasafixedpointofanalysisfiomwhichsomeof

Tblkien'sgenre-specificstrengthsandweaknessesmaybedetermined.Aneffbrt

willalsobemadetoanalyzetherolesthatbridgedepictionplaysintheplots

ofeachofhisl･epresentativefantasyworkssoastodetectandcon61mareasof

thematicconsistencythatmaybepresent.

11.Genre-relatedquestionspertainingtothefantasyworksofTblkien

Tbadequatelyassessthel･elativestrengthsandweaknessesofaspeci6cwork, it

isofienuseiill tobeabletocompareitwithotherwol･kswithinabroadel･literaly

tradition.Unfbrtunatelyfbrpreviousgenerationsofscholars,Tblkien'sworks

weredifferentenough廿omthevariousprecursorworksoffantasythatcame

befbrethemthathisstorieswereconsideredm1precedentedandrelativelysui

generisatthetimeoftheil･publication.Nowlhowever,morethan60yearsaiter

thereleaseof7ｿ'el,oﾉばqf"ieRj"邸,theremayfinallybeenoughsimilarworks
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extanttoallowfbl･meaningfillcomparison: theftmtasygenl･ekick-startedby

Tblkienhasspawnedthepublicationofcountless imitationsandinfillenceda

numberofbestsellingculturalphenomenawithmultimediadimensionsincluding

C.S.LewigsNamiatales,FrankHerbert'sD""ebooks,J.K・Rowling'sHa"y

Po"eﾉ'bookseries, andGeoIgeR.R.Martin'syettobecompletedGα"7eqf

7ｿ"o"assaga.

Thatsaid,oneproblemwiththeabove-mentionedoffShootcl･eationsisthat

manyofthemseemsigni6cantlyless"serious"thanTblkien'sworks;considering

theoffenspottyliteralyqualityofthevastmajol･ityoffantasytitlesinthismulti-

generational literalymovement,ahigh-mindedcriticmightbetemptedtowrite

offthewholelot,TblkienincludedoThisarticlewilloffersometentatiVereasons

fbravoidmgsuchacourseofaction.Whileit ispl･obablyaccuratetosaythat

manyTblkien-inspiredworksdoseemlackinginliteralymerit(astraditionally

deiined),TVieLoﾉ創qfrﾙeR"唖especiallyhasacertaingravitasaboutitthat

manyofthesuccessorworks,eventhemorecarefilllycontrivedandsuccessfUl

ones,havefailedtomatch.Havingsaidthis,whencomparedto7yieLoﾉ㎡qfr/ie

Rj"9r,eventherelatedworkswrittenbyTblkienhimselfmaybefbundwanting.

Usingthoroughgoingmetaphoricalanalysisofbridgedepictionpassagesas

astartingpoint,thispaperwillattempttoexplainwhatsets777eLoﾉ･dゆﾙeRj"g3

apartfiom'Iblkien'sothel･works. Itwillbeassertedthat,owingtoitscarefillly

thought hrough, consistentlyexpressedmoral viewpointand itsrelatively

11ovelisticstyleofwriting, 7W7eLoﾉ･dqffﾙeR"7gFrisesabovemereftlntasyand

achievesararecreativebalance; it isanentertainingepicfantasystolythatis

simultaneouslyafilll-Hedgedlong-fbrmnovelof66ideas.''

Atthispoint,thereadermaywonderhowanexaminationofthedepictionof

@6bridges"inailctionalwoIkcanhopetoaccomplishsucholjectiVes. Infact, in

－51－



BridgesandRenunciationofPowel･inWreLoﾉ‘Q/､ﾉﾙ'eR"唾

theauthor'spriorresearchintoJapaneseandEnglishlanguageliteramre,bridges

haveproventobeextremelyallusiveentities: sensitiveauthorsiisomCharles

Dickens(Strack,2008)toErnestHemingway(Strack,2000)toMishimaYukio

(StI･ack, 1998)haveallusedbridgestoimagisticallyexpressideasoftheoretical

importinunobtrusiveways・Onepremiseofthispapel･isthatTblkien'sliteramre,

likethatofmanyskillednovelistsbefbrehim, camouHages itsmetaphorical

insinuationinscenely,setting,andseeminglyinnocuousnarratorasides.

Infact,val･iouscommentsmadebytheauthorhintthatheusedhisstage

propsinjustsuchways・Forexample,TblkienhassuggestedthatwhenaGeLocked

Dools' isdepicted, itcanonlybutsymbolizeaneGetemalTbmptation"(Mb"sreﾉ窓，

129).Ontheotherhand,hehasgoneonrecol･dabouthispreferencefbrdramatic

andmythologicallyrepletebridgesasopposedtomundaneones: G6Thebl･idge

toplalfbrm4istomeless interestingthanBifi･6stguardedbyHeimdalland

qjallarhom"(Mb".We'宙, 149).Havingverifiedthelikelihoodthat'Iblkienwould

beinclinedtoutilizesuchal･ti6ce,depictionofbridges inhisstorieswillbe

examinedtodetel･minewhethertheyal･einfactsymbolicallyfi･eightedornot.

Ifsuchweredetemlmedtobethecase, itwouldnotbesulpl･isingtodiscover

thatthemajorthemesexploredinhisworkscomeintosharpfbcusthroughthe

analysisofscenesthatincludebl･idgesinparticular.

111.BridgesdepictedinTheSﾉﾙ"”7"わ〃

Oneobviousquestiononemustanswerbefbreattemptingasweepingevaluation

ofTblkien'sfantasyworks iswheretobegin.Whileitwollldcertainlybe

possibletofbllowtheage-oldorthodoxyofaddressinganauthor'spublished

works intheorderoftheirpublication, thereal･eanumberofproblemswith

suchastrategyinthecaseofTblkien.Foronething,despitethefactthat7yle
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Sﾉﾉ"?αﾉ･""o"waspllblishedlast,muchofitwasactuallywrittenfil･stand,fbrall

intentsandpurposes,eventsdepictedwithinitoccurearlierin'Iblkien'sfictional

timelinethanthoseof7yle"o66"and7WeLoﾉ'‘〔油eR加93.Forthisreason,the

analysisthatfbllowswillpl･oceedaccordingtothewell-acknowledgedorderof

eachwork'screation.

7WIeS""7αﾉ･""o"isTblkien'sattempt tofleshoutmythological, ethnic,

linguistic, andlegendaly/historical backgrounddetailsofMiddle-earth(the

6ctional settingsharedbyTblkien'smostfamous long-fbrmworks).While

itswritmgwas initiatedfbr itsownsake,overtimeandasothercorollaly

worksappeared, it cametoberegal･ded lessasafiee-standingworkof

6ctional lexicographythanas importantbackgroundinfbrmatiollfbrproperly

understandmgtheeventSdepictedinZyle"066"and7ｿ7eLoﾉ劔QMieR"7gw.

Whilemanyoftheepisodesexplainedin7WeS""7"･i"/o"seemtohavebeen

developedmanyyearsbefbre7We〃ひ66"and777eLorcfqfZﾙeRi"g3,duetothe

factthatTWeSi伽αﾉ畑io"washeavilyedited' afterthereleaseoftheseothel･

works,theiinalpublishedfbmofryieS""?αﾉ･i"io"bothinfbl･msandisderived

fi･omtheprecedingworks.

Thefirstchaptersdealwiththecreationoftheworldbylltivatar.After

thisapparentlyomnipotentdeitycl･eatedagroupofcelestialbeingscalledthe

ValanandtaskedthemwithharmonizingsoastomakeaGGGreatMusic''togethel･

(7ｿ7eSi伽αﾉ･i"/o", 15), timeandphysicalbeingwereestablishedasaphysical

reHectionofthemusictheymade・AlthoughcreatedGSgood,''oneparticularly

powerfillValarnamedMelkor(aSatan-likecharacteljattemptstocreateanew

SCmelody''ofhisownthatclasheswiththethemeoriginallyproposedbylIIivatarb

I EditingwaSdonebothbyrlblkienhimselfandhisson,Christopher
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AlthoughTblkienseemsreluctanttolabelthisactofsubversioncsin,'thereare

obviousparallelsinthestoIywithJudeo-Christiantraditionsastohowevil

enteredtheworld.

Theval･iouscollectedstoriesgoontodescl･ibehowfirsttheeIves, then

thedwarves,andthenfinallyhumanswerecreatedtopopulatethenewworld

createdbylllivatal;andhowtheValarkeptconstantvigilanceagainst, and

didoccasionalbattlewith,Melkorsoastosafeguardlllivatar'smanygood

creations.Nevel･theless,Melkor(alsocalledMoIgoth)andhisservantSauronare

describedasaggressivelysabotagingthecreationsoflllivatarandtheValar.Such

destructionwasnotlimitedtoinstancesofphysicaldestructionbutalsoincluded

theintentionaldamagingofrelationships; itisMolgothandSauronthattempt

elves,humans,anddwarvestodistl･usttheValar(andbyextensionlllivatal･)and

eachothel;progressivelyleadingthemaway廿omtheostensiblyhealthypaths

originallyintendedfbrthem.

Whilepassagesmentioningbridgesarenotexceedinglynumerousill7We

Si〃"αﾉ'･"o"(theword"bridge'' ismentionedatotal23times inthebodyof

thewoIk2),thepresenceofthesebridgesoftensel･vestoilluminateandamplify

anunderlyingthemebeingexpl･essedmoreobliquelyintheoverallnal･rative

arcencompassingit.Beginningwiththelessprominentbl･idgesmentioned,the

stoly'sbridges includea@bridgeofslainOrcS(GOrcs'beingthegoblin-like

minionsofSaul･on),aperpetualbutintangiblebridgebetweenMiddle-eal･thand

therealmoftheVfilar､abridgeovel･theGreatRiveratOsgiliath,thestonebridge

oflantlauratEsgalduin(Menegroth), thebridgeofAngband,andThmgol's

bridgeatNargothl･ond.Eachofthesewillbeexplainedinmm.

"Becausetheydonotcontributedircctlytothenarrativepropcr,mal]s,genealogies,glossaries,and

otherbackmattcI･ ill77ieS/〃"α〃"jo"havcbeenexcludedfi･omtheI･angcofanalysis.
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ThereferencetoabridgeofslainOl℃soccursintheaccountofabattle

betweenabandofOrcsandnlrgontheelfandhisfbllowers intheregionof

HithlumThepassagel･eads,"ThenallthehostsofAngbandswarmedagainst

them,andtheybl･idgedthestl･eamwiththeirdead,andencircledtheremllantof

Hithlumasagathermgtideaboutarock''俄加"･""o",234).Whilethispassage

representsbutaspecificincidentthatoccursataparticularjunctureduringthe

ebbandilowofanongoingbattle, itseemsrelativelyrepresentativeofSauron's

valuationofhisOrc-hordes;worthlesstohimindividuallybtheirsolereasonfbr

existenceistosacrificethemselvesfbrthesakeofhispracticalohiectives.The

factthatSam･on'sGbridge'tovictolyinthisparticularbattleisliterallycomposed

ofhisdeadfbllowersisalltoofitting.

Neartheendofthebook,inasectionthatrelatestheilourishingandultimate

demiseoftheAtlantis-likeislandofNIimen"asomewhatfigurativebridgeis

mentioned.AitertheNIimen61･eanshavesuccumbedtoSauron'stemptationto

strivefbrtechnologicalascendancy(330)andthenfinallysailedintotheWest

inavainattempttodefeattheValarmilitarilyj lllivatarcausesN(imen6rtobe

swallowedupbytheoceanandfilrthercausestheoceanpathstotheWestern

1･ealmoftheValartobecomehidden廿omcommonview.Aboutthissudden

dislocationthenarratorexplains, @6Andtheytaughtthat,whilethenewworldfell

away,theoldroadandthepathofthememolyoftheWeststillwenton,asitwere

amightybridgeinvisiblethatpassedthroughtheairofbreathandofHight…”

(339)．

Itshouldbeoflittlesurpriseto6nddlatTblkien,anauthorwithnodesireto

demystifythefantasticorinanywaycutoffevelydayexistencefifomthemagical

realmoffairies、desigledthisinvisiblebridgeofG6breath''andcGflight''sothat

Illivatal･andtheValarwouldalwayshavereadyaccesstoMiddle-eal･thevenifits
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humaninhabitantsremain(undel･nolmalcircumstances)completelyunawareof

theconnection.Thisparallelpositioningofmundaneexistencealongsidemore

fantasticl･ealmsechoesmanyfantasystoriesthatprecededTblkien'sownworks,

inparticularechomgthesometimespracticalandsometimesephemeral Gcbridge''

thatlinksthehumanandeliinworldsintheshortstoly"TheEIves"(origmally

publishedasCGDieElfen''inGelman,1811,1812;ThomasCarlyletranslation,

1827)byLudwigTieck(1773-1853).

ThefactthattheN1jmen6reansbuiltthebridgeofOsgiliathovertheGreat

Rivel･ (350)tiesthedecaymgKingdomofGondor in7ｿ7eLoﾉ〃可油eR/"g3

tothesplendorofitsancientNIimen6reanheritage. It issymptomaticofthe

dysfilnctionofThil･dAgeGondoriansocietythatBoromil;sonofTheoden,

StewardofGondol;isfbrcedtocastthelastbridgeinOsgiliathdownfbrthe

sakeofMinasTirith'spl･otection.Thatsaid,mostofthebridgesmentionedin7We

S"ﾉ"αﾉ･""o"aredestinedtobecastdownsoonerratherthanlatel;anindicationof

theincreasinginfluenceofSaurononcivilizationalstabilityasthemythological

pastofMiddle-earthgraduallyblendsintoitsmorehistorical-seeming@present.'

Onebridgethat ismentionedonmultipleoccasions isthestonebridge

oflantlaurontheRiverEsgalduinatMenegroth.Whenthedwal･vesbuiltthe

hiddenhallsatMenegrothfbrThingol,theybuiltnearbyacGbridgeofstoneover

thel･ivel;bywhichalone"(109)thegatesofthegreathalloftheelvenking

couldbeentered.Althoughthisbridgewascreatedasadefensivemechanism,

itultimatelyprovedaninsufficientone.ForalthoughthedomainofMorgoth

isdescl･ibedasbeing"one-hundredandfifiyleaguesdistalltfi･omthebridgeof

Menegroth"(Silmarillion,113),thenarratorcharacterizesthisas"farandyetall

tooneal;''thussiglalingtl･oublestocome.

Despitethisapparentfbreshadowmg, itwasnotthehordesofSauronbuta
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hostofdwarvesthatevenmallyconqueredthehallsofThingolatMenegroth;as

thenarratorputsit, GGThereitwasthatthehostofNaugrimcrossingoverAros

passedunhinderedintothewoodsofDol･iath;andnonewithstoodthem.(…)But

theDwarvesheldolltheirway,andpassedovel･thegl･eatbridge,andenteredinto

Menegroth…"(283). Inthisway,Thingol'sheil･sareseentobebetrayedbythe

velyonesthathelpedhimbuildhissecrethallsinthe61･stplaceandsotheenmity

betweenelvesanddwarvesinMiddie-earthwas6rmlyestablished.

Oneofthefbremostlegendsm7WeS""7αﾉ･""O"involveskeyeventsrelating

tothetaleofBerenandLIithienthatoccul･atthebridgeleadingtoSauron's

fbrtress,Angband・Afterthehuman,Beren,hadbeencapturedbySauroninbattle

andcametobemprisonedinSauron'sibrtress,hiselvishwifeLlithienbrought

therenowneddogHuanwithherinaseeminglyftltileattempttorescuehimor

dietlying.Thenarl･atorexplains:

InthathourLnthiencame,andstandinguponthebl･idgethatledtoSauron's

isleshesangasongthatnowallsofstonecouldhinder.Berenheard,andhe

thoughtthathedreamed;fbrthestarsshoneabovehim,andinthetreesthe

nightingalesweresingmg.Andinanswerhesangasongofchallengethat

hehadmadempraiseoftheSevenStars, theSickleoftheVa1arthatVarda

hungabovetheNorthasasignfbrthefallofMolgoth.Thenallstrengthle丘

him. (Siﾉﾉ"αﾉ･〃o",209)

Sauron, thus infbrmedthatL1ithienwaspresentatthebridge, sentanumber

ofgreatwolvestothebridgetocapmrehel･buteachintumwasslainbyHuan

(209).Losingpatience,theshape-shiftingSaurontookonthefbrmofthegreatest

werewolfeverandapproachedthebl･idge. Inhorl･oI;HuangavewayandSauron

attackedLtithienbutnotbefbreshecouldcasta6eetingspellofdrowsinessupon

him.Sensinganopening,HuanattackedandseizedSauron(stillinwerewolf
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fbrm)bythethroat.Unabletoresistanduponthevergeofdeath,Sauronyielded

hisfbrtressisletoLIithienandthereupontumedintoavampireandiled,dripping

bloodii･omhisthroat, likeadarkcloudacrossthemoonAfterthiS、Lnthien

wentontofindandrescueBeren(209-211)Inthisway,oneofthemostfamous

legendal･ybattlesofMiddle-earthwasfbughtatabl･idgeatthevelythresholdof

Angband,thegatesofwhichal･esaidtobefashionedinthefblmofanarch(215)

Thedepictionofthearchedgatehereechoesandamplifiesthepresence

ofthe(pl･esumablyarch-shaped)bridge,bothofwhichbytheirfbnnpre6gure

eventsthat &tumbackuponthemselves.'Tbtheextentthatbridgesandarches

havebeenemphasizedinthisepisode'sdepiction､theirimagesmcombination

serveto@Gfi･ame'' thedramaticreversalsoffbrtunestakingplacenearby;not

coincidentally,Sauron'sdefeatandsubsequentilightfiDmhiscorporealfbrm

isundel･stoodtobeagreat @turningpoint' inthehistoryofMiddle-earth.As

theembodiedbutspirituallyimmortalSaul･onphysicallydiesinthisbattle,his

powershavesuddenlyandunexpectedlywanedandMiddle-earthhasbecomea

safel･placefbl･it. Itshouldbeslx･essedthatthisunexpected6mming'happenednot

duetothepowerofkingsnoranykmdofcunningstratagemonL1ithien'spart;

ignoringthehopelessnessofhercause,herloveexpresseditselfinsongwhich

Berenrespondedtowithhisownsongthatpraisedacertainconstellationandin

sodoingcalleduponunseenpowerstohonortheirancientpledgenevertoallow

Middle-eal･thtobedominatedbyevil. InthiswayjthewillinglessofL1ithiento

sacri6ceherselffbrBeren'ssakeattheBridgeofAngbandunexpectedlyresults

inatel･l･ibleset-backfbrSauronandatemporalyl･eprievefbrMiddle-earthasa

whole.

Themostcommonlymentionedbridge in7ｿ7eSY/"?α〃"io"ismlingol's

bl･idgeatNalgothrond(refelTedtoatotalof9times).Followingadecisionmade
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bythecouncilofTIirin, theelvesofNargothrond"builtamightybridgeover

theNarog廿omtheDoorsofFelagund, fbrtheswifterpassageoftheirannT

(S""7α"/"o",254)andthereaftersucceededindrivingthehordesofAngband

outofnearbylands.Aftel･ thepassageoffbur-hundredandninety-fiveyears,

howevel;rumorsreachedNargothrondoff@agreatmusteringofOrcsandevil

creamreg'(255). Innouncertainterms,propheticwordsadvisedthemto"shut

thedoorg'ofthegl･eatfbrtress,ceasegoingabl･oadandtocastthestonesof

"pride"(thebridge)mtotheriversothatthegraduallyapproachingevilmight

notfindthegate.Accordingtothenarrator,oneoftheking'scounselorsGGwas

troubledbythedarkwordsofthemessengers,butT1irinwouldbynomeans

hearkentothesecounsels,andleastofallwouldhesuHErthegreatbridgetobe

castdown…"(255).

II1theend,thespurnedwarningstumedouttohavebeencorrect.Afterthe

overconfidentTIirinhadlostthebattleofTilmhalad,heandhiscompatriotswere

fbrcedtol･etreattoNargothrondinhasteonlytolindthat"thehostoftheOrcs

andGlaurungtheDragonwel･ethel･ebeibrehim"(256)and,havingcomeupon

thebridgeguardssuddenly,hadcutoffhislineofretreat. GGInthatdaythebridge

overNarogprovedanevil;fbl･ itwasgl･eatandmightilymadeandcouldnotbe

swiftlydestroyed,andtheenemycamel･eadilyoverthedeepl･iver.…"(256).

AfterarecountingofvarioLIsvaliantyetultimatelydoomedattemptstoreclaim

thebridge(257),GlaurungtheDragonisseentobreakdownthemightybridge,

castingit intotheNarogandthusdenyingtheOrcstheirplunder; @:…bemg

thussecure,hegatheredallthehoardandrichesofFelagundandheapedthem,

andlayuponthemintheinnennosthall,andrestedawhile"(258).Although

breakingdownabridgesoastohoardagreattreasureisemblematicofdragonish

conduct,onemightnotethatThingol,whohadhoardedhisowntreasure
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behind"stonesofpride"(abridge)andkepthiskingdomsecretfbrhundreds

ofyears,displayedcertaindragonishqualitieshimselfiinfact,theAnglo-Saxon

tl･aditionoccasionallyexplainsdragonsastheresultantstateofmenwhoexhibit

6Gexceptionalgreedorsavagely"(Risden, 193).

Theways inwhichsecretbridgesaresurreptitiouslycreatedandthen

surprisinglysubvel･tedandoverthrownin7yieSi〃"αﾉ･""O"echoessomeofthe

l･elationalpl･oblemsbetweentheValarintheirroleasSub-creatorsoftheworld

Iltivatarhad61･stestablished.Ofparticularnoteistheepisodethatrecountshow

amembel･oftheValal･namedAule6rstcreatedthedwarves:

NowwhenAulelabouredinthemakingoftheDwarveshekeptthiswork

hiddenfiOmtheotherValar;butat lastheopenedhismindtoYavanna

andtoldherall thathadcometopass・nlenYavannasaidtohim: @CEru

ismercifill.Nowlseethatthyheartrejoiceth,asindeeditmay;fbrthou

hastreceivednotonlyfblgivenessbutbounty.Yetbecausethouhiddestthis

thoughtfiommeuntil itsachievement,thychildrenwillhavelittlelovefbl･

thethingsofmylove."(51)

Thispassage l･ecognizes thatsun･eptitiouscreativeactsaresometimeskept

hiddenpl･eciselybecausethereissomethmgsubtlysubvel･siveintheircreation.

WhileEl･u(Illivatar)nodoubthopedfbrhannoniouscoordinatedcl･eatiVeactiVity

amongtheValal;hewasappal･entlywillingtoadmitsull･eptitious individual

effbrtpl･ovidedthatpal･donwassoughtandsucheffbrtswereintheendbrought

intohal･monywithhisowncreation.

Theabovepassagealsoshows,howevel;thattheValal･themselveswerenot

aboveharboringasmallamountofspite.Whileasurfacehal･monywasrestored

amongtheValarthemselves､theseeminglysmalleffbctsstemming6omsecl･et

actsofcreationsuchasAule'sharboredthepotentialtounderminemol･epublic
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actsofcreativityinthelongtel･m; inthissense,Aule'sdecisionrepresentsnot

aconsciouslyrebelliousattempttosubverttheeiYbrtsofothers(aswasthecase

withtheopenlyrebellious :song'ofMorgoth/Melkor)butratherawillfillness

tohaveitone'sownwaybynotallowingotherstheopportunityfbrcritiqueor

criticism.Thisdishalmony,whileinitiallymild,naturallyblossomedintofilll-

grownantagonismbetweentheelvesandthedwarveswhencompoundedover

thepassageoftime.

Inavelyimportant sense,whenMiddle-earthrulers (whetherelves,

dwarves, orhumans) createhiddenhallsor fashionsecret fbrtresses fbr

themselvesundergl･ound, theyareadumbratmgAule's initial secretiveactof

creation.Attemptstocutoneselfofffi･omthepl･oblemsaroundandlivelifein

selfLsatisfiedisolationinevitablycanyimplicationsnotonlyfbroneselfbutfbr

thosewithwhomonehasdenieddlepossibilityofrelationship,aswell.

Ontheodlerhand,whilethebuildingofbridgesoughttoreHectcomdence

inrelationshipsandsocietalstrength, thebridgesdepictedil17ｿ7eS"ﾉ"αﾉ･""o〃

arealmostallbridgesexpressingdistrust: ovel･ time, confidenceplaced in

personal relationships, strategicalliances, greatphysical distance,military

might,ol･hoardedgold, all eventuallyprovebaseless.Whilecel･tainproperly

conceivedandconstructedbridgesdofbratimewithstandthefbrcesofgravity

andtheceaselessonslaughtofhistolyandtheelements, itisthedestinyofevely

terrestrialbridgetofallatsomepoint.Tblkienappeal･storealizethis;almost

evelybridgementionedin7yieS""7αﾉ･""o"isdepictedeitheras GGfalling''or

beingatriskofsodoing. Infact,anticipatingcertainpartialconclusionsrelating

tobridges intheotherworkstobeexaminedhereaftel; itmightbeasserted

that cthebridgebetrayed' isathemeconsistentlypresentinTblkien'sworksof

fantasy.Asexpressedthroughthevariouspessimisticdepictionsofbridgesin
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777eSi〃"αﾉ銅""o",Tblkien'sMiddle-earthwasofftoadecidedlylnauspicious

start.

IVBridgesDepictedinWie"Ho66"

777e"o66",whichTblkiencommencedwritingsometimebetweenthesummel･s

ofl926andl930(Zaleski&Zaleski,203)andwhich6rstappearedasacomic

children'sfailytale(onlytwelvepagesintypescript),waseventuallypublished

initscurrentfbrminSeptemberofl937(Zaleski&Zaleski,208).Accordingto

Tblkien,thestolywasacmallybasedon777eSi""αﾉ･肋o",asyetanunpublished

assomnentofmythologicalandpoeticvignettes,"towhich廿equentallusionwas

made"(Le"eﾉ智,31).Thatsaid,noneofUlespecificbl･idgesmentionedinthe6nal

fbrmof"eSjﾙ"αﾉ･""o"arereferredtoin7V7e"o66".

Thefirstbridgetoappear inthestolyistheoneoverwhichThorin's

companycrossesastheyjoumeyaway廿omtheShil･e.Describedasan6Gancient

stonebridge''(Tyie"o66",31)acrossariverswollenwithrain,itallowedthemto

continuetheirjoumeyinbadweatherdespitethefactthatitwas"nearlynight."

JudgingfiDmthepresumedlocationofthetravelerswhentheyencountered

thebridgeandalsofi℃mitsappearance, itseemslikelythatthiswasthe6GLast

Bridge''locatedbeyondBreeontheEast-WestRoad.

Takenat itsmostbasic, onemight saywithsomeconndencethatthe

presenceofabridgeatthisjunctureintheplotemphasizesthefactthatBilbo

hasembarkedonajourneyintounkllownlands.Tbllingly, thebridgeisnot

locatedattheborderoftheShireasonemighthaveexpected. Infact, itisfbund

afterthetravelershavealreadypassedbeyondthecGhobbit-landS'andeventhe

landswherepeoplespokeinstrangetonguesandfinallyenteredtheuninhabited

GcLone-lands.''Fromapracticalpointofview,thislocationissomewhatpuzzling.
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Apparentlyawell-maintainedbitofstableinfi･astructure,withoutapopulation

tosupportit,onewonderswhoitisthatismaintainingthebridge？Inanycase，

thevelyfactthattheirnightcrossingoccursovel･aturbulentl･iveremphasizes

thefactthattheyhaveonlyatthatpointtlulyenteredtherealmsofadventure

promisedtoBilboatthestoly'soutset.

Thesecondbridgetheyencounteristhe"11arrowbl･idgeofstone''thatleads

toRivendell(48)whichtheypassoverattheinvitationoftheelvesthatwelcome

them.Forcedtoreducetheil･speedastheycrossedsothatnodwarveswouldGdip

theirbeardinthefbam,' thevelynal･rownessofthebridgeseemstoaccenmate

thedesirabilityofthehospitalityofYeredontheothersidebyEIrondathis"Last

HomelyHouse."'Thisspecial"refilge"(157)thatthenarratorexplainstobea

realmwheretheelvesattempttomaintainthebeautiesofanagealreadypast,

isaplacenotfbr"action''butfbr6Greflection.''Hunterassertsthat6@Rivendell

effectivelystopstimeandallowstime-boundcreaturestothinkinaproperly

historicalway''(Huntel;132).Tblkiennotes,"Elrondsymbolizesthroughoutthe

ancientwisdom,andhisHouserepresentsLore-thepreservation4 inreverent

memolyofalltraditionconcerningthegood,wise,andbeautifill''(153). In7ｿ'e

Ho66"itservestophysicallybutmoreimportantlypsychologicallyre廿eshthe

travelersfbrthejourneyahead.Theyalsogainknowledgeconcerningthehidden

gateofEreborITomtheonlypersoninMiddle-earthcapableofl･ecognizingand

thenreadingtheancientMoon-l･unessecl･etlyinscribedonThorin'smap.Forall

3Rivendell isdepictedasaperfbcthouscibrlbod,slecp, slorylelling, singingorevenjustsitting
andu1inkil唱I: G6Merelytobetherewasacurelbrweariness, ibar,andsadlless."(W1. 1,297)
40fcouIse,preServationisnotalwaysconsideredtobeagoodthing;whenTblkienconsidersthe
"secondfall"(the@error'oftheEIves), 11eisrefbrringtoUlcirwillhllresistancetoUleirowndimin-

iShmentandiading・Similarlyb lheirciYbrtsatpreServingtheblisSandpel･lbctmemoryof#TheWest'

(includingtheirownprcsligcrclatingtoitsestablishment)11etermsan"antiquarian"typeof"cm-
balming"(Le"e",151).
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oftheabovereasons,theaccessaffbrdedtoBilboandtheothersoverthecGnalTow

bridge''ofRivendellshouldbeseennotasanincidentalside-tl･ipbutasacl･ucial

conditionoftheirjourney'sultimatesuccess.

The locationofthethirdbridgementioned inthestolyisanoblique

referencetoarivel･crossing・Whentheystayintheshape-shifterBeorn'shome,

hefbrewamsthemofablack, strongstreaminMirkwoodthatthey'll find

obstructingtheirprogress.AlthoughBeomdoesn'tgointodetailaboutthenamre

oftheriver'senchantmenthedoeswarnthemnottodrinkitswaterorbathein

it(125).Whentheyfinallyencounterthestream,thetravelersnotethatthere

"hadbeenabridgeofwoodacrosTbutthat&cithadrottedandfallenleaving

onlythebrokenpostsneal･thebank"(134).Apparentlyawoodenfbotbridgeof

somesol･t,thefactthatithaslongagogivenwaypointsnotonlytoitswaning

utilityatthatparticularlocationbutalsotothefactthatwhoeverbuiltitiseither

goneol･hasdecidedthat itsmaintenanceisnolongerwaITanted.The廿equent

reibrencetodefUnctbridgesinthestolyisiconicofcivilizationsandsocieties

inastateofdecline.Lackingthisbridge,theygrappleaboattiedtotheopposite

shore,pull ittowardsthemselvesandthentakemrnsusingittocross.Theboat,

representingatemporaly, small-scalemethodoftransport, clearlylacks the

universalbidirectionalaccessthatabridgetypicallyaffbrds.

Aftel･allofthedwarvesaretakenprisonerbythewood-elvesofMirkwood,

theyareledacrossthefburthbridgementionedtothemouthofahugefbreboding

cave(160)whichservesasanentrancetotheelvenking'scity.Althoughit is

deepinthewoodsandapparendywell-guarded,thestealthyBilboisnevertheless

abletofbllowhiscompanionsacrossunnoticed.UnlikethebridgeatRivendell,

itdoesnot leadtowalmelvenhospitalitybutratherisdepictedasabridgeof

coel℃ionthattheywillnotbeallowedtotraverseagainAbandoningtheidea
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ofescapingbackacrossthiswell-guardedbl･idge,Bilbodecidestosneakthe

dwarvesoutoftheirprisoninbarrelsheadeddowntherivertowardsLake-town.

The6fihbridgerelatestothecityofLake-town,acrossthelakefi･omthe

LonelyMountamandtheruinsofthedragon-destI･oyedcityofDale. Initially

thetownisdescribedasitselfbeing"builtonbridgesfarintothewater''(165),a

statementthatconflatestheGGgreatbridgemadeofwood''withthewoodenpiers

uponwhichthetownasawholerests.Nevertheless,whenTblkiencharacterizes

theentiretownasbeingbuiltonbridges,hesubtlyhintsattheroleitwillplayin

propellingthedwarvestowal･dstheirultimatedestination,theLonelyMountain

lyingacl･ossthelake.Havingbeengivenfbod,tools,weapons,andhorsesbythe

town'sgenerousinhabitants,thegoup'ssimationimprovesmarkedlyandtheir

goalseemssuddenlywithinreach.

DespitethisinitialdescriptionofLake-townitselfasbeingonabl･idge, itis

laterdescl･ibedasbeingmolmtedonpiles(179)andconnectedtotheshorebya

"greatbridgemadeofwood"(179).Bilboandthedwarvesareabletoentel･the

cityoverthisgreatbridgeundetectedbecause,unliketheelvesofRivendellor

Mirkwood, thebridge'shumanguardsGGwerenotkeepingvelycarefillwatch''

(182).Thislaxsecuritynotwithstanding, itspositiononthelakehasapparently

beenplannedsoastokeepthedragon竹ommountingafilllfbrceland-based

attackonthecity(165).Thisisevidencedbytheirattemptsto"cutthebridgeg'

(229)whenthedragonfinallydoesattack.Whilethisstrategyultmatelyproves

ineffectiveinsavmgthetownitselffromdestruction, itdoesnecessitatethe

HymgdragontocanyoutitShre-breathingattack廿omtheail;thusexposmga

Hawinthescalyplatingofitsunderbellytotheskilledarchel;Bard.

Thesixthandfinalbl･idgetomakeanappearanceinthestolyisthebroken

down&Goldbridge'' toErebol; theLonelyMountain; unfbrtunately,all that
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remainsofthi3bridge'al･ebouldersfallenilltotheriverbelow.Stillrefel･redto

astheGGoldbridge"despitetheftlctthatitisnolongerintact, itslocationserves

asarefel･encepointfbrunderstandingtheeffbrtsofthedwarvestoreinfbrcethe

mountainstronghold'sdefensesafterthedragonhasbeensiain(241)

OI1Bilbo'sh･iumphalrenlrntl･iptotheShil．e,thetravelersonceagainare

6Gledacrossthewatelg'tothehouseofElrondatRivendell(273).Whileonthe

previousoccasiontheyhadlistenedtooldstol･iesandlearnednecessalyfactsto

preparethemfbrthejoumeyahead,nowtheyal･eportrayedasactivelytelling

theGGtaleoftheiradventures.''Atthispointtheyalsoleammol･eofwhatGandalf

hadbeendoingaiferheleftthegl･ouptotheil･owndevices(althoughthefilll

impol･tofthe"geatcouncilofwhitewizardd'waslikelylostonthem).Still、

itisnecessalytonotethat,onceagain,thewarmhospitalityandavailabilityof

bigpicmreperspectiveaffbrdedbyElrond'sLastHomelyHouseisnot廿eely

availableexcepttothechosenfもwwhoareallowedtocrossoverintofellowship.

ThefinalbridgetheycrossisthebridgeneartheG5millbytherivel･'' located

relativelyclosetothedoorofBilbo'shouse(277).WidlthesubtitleoftheTVie

〃o6b"beingGGThel･eandBackAgaill,'' itisonlyfittingtohaveBilbo'sultimate

retumhomepunctuatedbythecl･ossingofabridge.Whileitwouldhavebeen

naturalfbrTblkientoprovideevengl･eatersymmetlytothestol3/byhavingBilbo

crossthesamebl･idgeonhisjoumeyhomeashehadonhisjoumeyout,thisfinal

bridgementioned,beinglocatedexceedinglyclosetohome、communicatesa

senseofcjoumey'send'thatarepeatedreferencetotheinitiallymentioned"Last

B1･idge''wouldnothaVeexpressed

II1retrospect, thebridgesin7ｿ7e"o6b"areremarkablyvariedintermsof

materials, filnction,andstateofrepair.Sometimesmadeofstone, sometimes

ofwood,somearefieelyavailablefbrtransportationpurposeswhileothersare
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closelyguarded.Theyal･eofienwell-maintainedandintactbutjustaslikelyto

havesuccumbedtogravityafterlongdisuse.Despiteallofthesediirerences,

thebridgesrefen･edtoareall linkedbyonecommoncharacteristic:eachserves

asaniconicmalkerfbrthetecmologicalsophisticationandongoingviability

oftheculmrethatdevisedthem､maintainedthem,destroyedthem,orallowed

themtofallintodisuse.Whilebridgesin7ｿ7eS""7αﾉ･""o"wereoftendepictedas

expressionsofprideandoverconfidencethatlayexposedtovagllelyanticipated

attacksorsuddenactsofbetrayal,bridgesin777e"ひめ〃expressamuchmore

pragmaticmoral: bridges, likeotherhard-woncivilizationalgains,mustbe

guardedandproperlymaintailledortheywillfallvictimeithertotheravagesof

timeol･toantagonisticfbrcesofamuchmorepel･sonalnature.

Arches,aswell,al･eputtolconicpurposeinthestoly・Theentrancetothe

paththroughMirkwoodismarkedbya"sortofarch"(132)andthebarrelsthat

thedwarvesiloattoLake-towninonlyleavethedomainoftheMirkwoodelves

bygoingunder"anarch"(172)togetoutintotheopenstream.Thedwarvesalso

constructasmallarchtoallowthe"issUingofthestream"(241)fi･omEreboras

partofaprqjecttowidenthepoolofthel･ivel･tocreateakindofwidedeihnsive

moatwherenonehadbeenbefbre. Inthisway3al･chesareseentobeindicative

ofexitsorentrances, regardlessofwhethertheyareartificiallyfashionedor

natural(asseemstobethecasewiththearchingoftreebranchesoverheadat

theentrancetotheMirkwoodpath).Tblkien'stendencytohighlightnoteworthy

events(andespeciallyentrancestoandexitsfi･omcertainsignificantepisodesin

thestoly)willtakeonanevenmorepronouncedroleinWieLo/.cIq"7eR加93･
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VBridgesdepictedinZWeLo"QMeR加邸。

I'b/""7e/.･ 7ｿ1e死"OWSﾙ"qf/"eR加grecountsthebegilmingofFrodo'squest

tobeal･ themagicalRinghehadreceivedfiFomBilbotoMt・Doomtodestroy

itratherthanhaveitfall intothehandsofSauron.WamedbyGandalf;Frodo

leavestheShireandmakesadangerousjourneytoRivendell,whereitisdecided

thatheandagroupofcompanionswillattempttodestroytheringbythrowing

itintotheactivevolcanowhereitwasfirstfbrged.EventsrecountedinVOlumel

includeGandalf'sbattlewithanancientmonstercalledaBall･ogatthebridgeill

theminesofMoria,thegroup'ssubsequentnarrowescape,Boromir'stemporaly

betrayalandheroicdeath,andthesettingoutofFrodoandSamontheirown.

TheGGPrologue'' tothisvolumebeginswithanaccountofthehistolyofthe

Shireinwhichthenan･atormentionsthatwhenHobbits6rstenteredthel･egion,

theywereallowedtosettleontheconditionthattheymaintaincertainbridges

intheareaincludingthe"Bl･idgeofStonebowT(a.k.a.TheGl･eatBridge;7yie

Loﾉ･cIQガルeR"zgr,vb1. 1,24).TheShirestretcheswesttoBrandywineBridge,Ga

5WhilcWieLoノゴq/"ieR"ZgsiscommonlyUloughttobeatrilogybccauscoflhefactthatilwas
releasedincrementallyinUlreeseparatcvolumes,Ulereareanumberofreasonsfbrwhichitmight

beassertedthat itisactuallyasinglestand-alonework.Foroncthing, thedecisiontodividethe

stoIyintothreevolumeswasmadebyRaynerUnwin(ofthepublisherGeoIgeAllen&Unwin)

lbrcconomicandnotartisticrcasons(Carpent"218); infact,Tblkicnhadoriginallyvehemently
ollicctcdtotheworkbeingpublisllcdinanyotherfbrmthanasinglcvolume(Carpenter,213).

Secondlyithereisanothercquallynaturalwaytoundcrstandthework'ssegmcntation: itis(livided

into6books,Bookl IhroughBookVI,lllcscclearlylabeledassucllbywayofl･elativelyobtrusive

headingsatthebeginningofeachbook・Third,Tbikien'srelativclywell-documentedprocessof

writing(CalpenteI3187-216)clcarlyshowsihattheworkevoIvedasanorganicwholeinwhichthe

bcginningandendofthestolywerepainstakinglyharmonizedlllroughmultiplerewritings.Consc-

qucntly,whilecitationsconccming77ieLol㎡q/"IeR"唖willrefbrtospecificvoIumeswiUlinthe
trilogyfbrscholarlyconvenience, theworkitselfwillbeconsidcrcdhercnot"alrilogybutasa

singleunincdwork.

6Thcmaponpage40showstheBrandywineBridgelocatcdovertheBaranduin(Brandywine)
Riveralongthe･GEastRoad"asitextendstoBree. InfactUlisisihe.GEaSt-WestRoad.''akindof

trunkroadlinkingtheGreyHavcnsintllewestwiththeBIueMountainsintheeast(72).
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bridgeontheBrandywineRivel･,whichfbrmstheShire'seastemborder(25).

WhenGandalfarrivestovisitBilboinHobbitonatthebeginnmgofthe

stolyheisdepictedastravelingwithacartalongthel･oadGcthroughBywaterfifom

thedirectionoftheBI･andywineBridge"(48).AfterthrowingBilboaspectacular

goodbyepartycompletewith6reworks,Bilbo@cdisappearg'fiomthecrowdby

puttmgonhisRing, isulgedbyGandalftogivehisringtoFrodo,andthenleaves

Hobbitonfbrpal･tsunknown.

Yearslateliaiterl･eceivingwamingsfiomGandalfthattheShirehadcome

intodangerduetothepresenceoftheRingthere,GandalfurgesFrodotobring

thepowerfill itemtoRivendell fbrconsultationconcerningit.Aftersettingout

fbrRivendellwithSamGamgeeandafewothel･Hobbits,the6rstbridgethe

companionscl･ossisthe"plankbridge"attheedgeofHobbiton(106), likelythe

samebl･idgeBilbohadcl･ossedonhiswayhomeattheendof7Vie"o66".The

smallscaleofthisbridgeinaugul･atesthejoumeysomewhatbutstressesthefact

thattheyhaveyettotl'lllygetbeyondfamilial･surroundings.

Realizingthattheyarebeingpllrsuedbymysterious"BlackRiderg'(actually

Rmgwraiths,deadlyservantsofSaul･on),theybecomeconcemedaboutwhether

theywillbeabletosafely"getacl･osstheriver"(125).Havingabandonedthe

mainroadtotheBrandywineBridge(becauseitwould"certainlybewatched,''

153),theyareactuallyreibrringtotheferlycrossingoftheBrandywinetenned

theBucklebeglyFeply(127).NarrowlyescapingtheRingwraithsastheFeny

embarks,theyfeelsomewhatreassul･edthattherivercrossingnearesttotheferly

wouldbetheBrandywineBridgesometwentymilesawaytothenorth(143).

AftereXitingtheShire,theHobbitSbegintomaketheirwaymotheOld

ForestwheretheyevenmallyencounterTbmBombadil・WheneverTblkien's

travelersenteraparticularlyinterestingsnucmreornaml･alsettmg,especiallya
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woods,theauthorcarefilllysignalstheseGentl･ancegbynotinghowthechal･actel･s

passunderrealorseeming"arches,"atypeofartificethatTblkienhadalready

madefifequentuseofinWieHo66".The61･stl･eferencetosuchanal℃hin7VIeZ,oﾉ･"

qf/ﾙeR"癖occurshereinTbmBombadil'sOldForest(162),butthereisalsoa

welcomingarchin廿ontofthePrancingPonyininBree(209), thetreesal･esaid

tobeGCarched"abovethemastheytraveldownaroadenteringintoLothl61･ien

(438),thereisa"greatarchlikeawallofl･ock"atthegatebefbl･eSal･uman's

towerofOrthanc(338),andWellinghalloftheEnts includes ilnpressivetree-

brancharches(Vb1.2,92-93,97),aswell(leavingmomental･ilyasidethemany

stonearchesthegroupencountersintheminesofMoriatobediscussedlatel･).

AfterbemgjoinedbyStrideratthePI･ancingPony, thenextbl･idgethey

crossisthe"LastBridge''overtheRiverHoarwell (a.k.a. theMitheithel;268).

Crossinginsafety, theyfindabelyljewel(anelfStone)lyingonthebridge. In

fact,thisgemhadbeenplacedtherebythepowerfillRivendellelfGlorlindel

afferhehaddriventhreeRingwraithsaway廿oInthebridge(280);duetothe

factthatthebridgerepresentsanamralbottleneckonthel･oadfbrtravele1･s,his

placingofthejewelonthebridgeimplicitlyacknowledgestheheavyHowof

traH1cbridgesmustaccommodatewhentheyarethesolemeansofcrossinga

divideinagivenarea.Movingon, thegroupwolTiesaboutwhethertheywill

safelybeabletocrosstheFordofRivendell(a.k.a. theFoI･dofBminen;283,

296).Asitmmsout､theirfearsprovewell-fbundedbutGlorhndelsummonsa

flashfIoodtorepulsetheRingwraithsastheyaltempttofbllowFI･odoacrossthe

Ford(285-286).

HavingrecountedthisnalTowescape,thenarratordepictsFrodoinRivendell

confinedtobedashegraduallyrecoversffomawoundhehadreceivedけomthe

knifeofaRingwraithBecauseRivendellisonlyapproachablebywayofasingle
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bridge(asdescribedin7We"obb"),theknowledgeablereadermayinfel･thathe

hasbeenphysicallycarriedovel･thenarrowbl･idgebywhoeverrescuedhimaifer

theRingwraithsweresweptawaybythesuddeniloodsulgeattheibrd.Andin

fact,afierthemembersoftheFellowshipoftheRinghavebeendecidedupon,

theirquestbegmsbycrossing"thebridgeand[winding]sIowlyupthelongsteep

pathsthatledoutoftheclovenvaleofRivendell''(368).

DurmgtheCouncilofEIrondheldthere,Boromil;sonoftheStewardof

Gondol;mentionshowhehaduntilrecentlybeeninchalgeofdefendingthelast

bridgeatOsgiliathfi･omtheincl･easinglyaggressiveprobingofOrcfbl･cesuntil

itbecametoodangeroustodoso,atwhichpointthebridgewas@℃astdown''

(322).Afterswimmingtherivertoescape, thewestsideoftheRiverAnduin

remainedunderGondor'scontrol.The(alreadydestroyed)bridgeatOsgiliathis

mentionedoncemorelaterwhentheFellowshipistlyingtodecidewhichbank

oftheAnduintotravelalong(475).

BefbreentermgtheminesofMoria,themembersoftheFellowshipmust

firstsolveariddlecarvedintoan@Garch'' shapeonthesideofthemountain

(397)soastoasceltamthepasswordtoenter.AtRivendell, thedwalfGl6in

hadremarkedaboutthewonderftllbeautyofthe"achescarvedliketreelfbund

inthedwarfLinhabitedKingdomundertheMoLIntain(302). Itseemslikelythat

someofthearchesrefbrredtoastheymaketheil･waythroughMoriawollldbeof

thesamevariety(cf404-415).

'Ibfinallyexitthemines, thegl･oupmusttraVerseamy-fbot"bl･idgeof

stonewithoutkerborrail"(427).Asthegroupispul･suedbyafielydemon-

monstercalledaBalrog,Gandalfurgestheotherstohurlyacl･ossthebl･idgeand

ontosafetywhilehestaysbehindtodenyitscl･ossing(428-429).Aftel･theBalrog

ignoresthewizard'swal･ningandmakesanattempttocl･ossthebridgeinpursuit,
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Gandalf"smote"thebl･idgewithhisstaff(429),destroyingit.Unfbrtunately,

thefallingBalrogusesitswhiptoensnarehimanddragsGandalfdownintothe

abyss.Withnochancetoattemptarescue,thegl･oupexitstheminesthroughG@an

archofblazinglight''(430)outontothemountainsideborderingDimrillDale.

WhenthefellowshipentersLothl6rien, theydosobycrossingtheRiver

Nimrode1. 1nfact, theyhadbeenwatchedandtheirpartywasonlypermittedto

wadeacrossbecausetheywereaccompaniedbyLegolas,anelfofMirkwood

(444).Latel;whentheyal･ebeingescortedtothecityofCarasGaladon, they

crosstheRiverCelebrantusingapeculiarelvenmodeoftransport:aropebridge.

Whiletheelvesthemselvescanwalkoverasinglel･opestmngacrosstheriver

tightrope-style,non-elvesrequil･ethestringingoftwoadditionall･opesatahigher

levelwhichthenserveashandrails(449).OfthecompanyjPippincrossesthis

ropebridgemosteasilywhileSamdoessoonlywithgreatdifYiculty・Thisrope

bridgeisvelyrevealingofthenatureofL61･iensocietyingenel･al:becausethis

reclusiveelvensocietyhasllodesirefbrstablecontactwiththeoutsideworld,the

bridgestheyusearenatul･allythemosttemporalyanddimculttocrossbridges

imaginable.Furthe1．mol･e,althoughthel･iversthatseparatethem廿omoutsiders

lackbridgesentirely,thel･ivel･boLIndal･iesthemselvesaregual･dedwithconstant

vigilance.

RegardillgL6rien, Tblkien'snarrator usesametaphol･ical @bridge' to

expressitscharacter:"[I]tseemedto[Frodo]thathehadsteppedoverabridge

oftimeintoacomel･oftheElderDays,andwasnowwalkinginaworldthat

wasnomore. InRivendell therewasamemolyofancientthingsj inL6rienthe

ancientthingsstill livedoninthewakingworld"(453).FinallyarrivingatCaras

Galadon,theycrosseda"whitebridge"whichledtodlegatesofthecityproper

(457),dlevelysamebridgetheyleaveovel･whenitcomestimefbrthemtobeon
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theirway(480).This"whitebridge"isthelastbridgementionedinVblumel .

TheimportanceofGandalfsacrificinghimselfattheBridgeofKhazad-dnm

(a.k.a.Dul･in'sBridge)inMoriacannotbeoverstated.Notonlyisthisbridge

thesecondmosthequentlymentionedbridge7 intheZy7eLoﾉid(WﾙeRi"gE

butthereferencestoitarealmostalwaysfieightedwithimport.Forexample,

whenmembersoftheFellowshiphaveaninterviewwithGaladriel,theevents

atDurin'sBridgearewhatshemostwantstohearaboutandasuhiectofgreat

generalinterest(460-461),Frodogoesontowriteapoemrecountingtheepisode

whichspeci6callymentionsthebridge(465-466);andwhenGandalfsuddenly

reappearsinVblume2,thebridgeismentionedthreetimesmoreasheexplains

totheotherswhathadhappenedtohim.

Moreovel;thefactthatGandalf'ssacrificeoccursatabridge(andnotin

openterritolyorinamnnelol･onamountain)pointstothebridgebeingused

asanartificial fbcusingdeVicebythenarratortoattractreaderattentionand

heightenthedramaticimportanceoftheeventstakingplacethere.Foralthough

Gandalf'sactionsal･edramaticenoughontheirown,thefactthattheyareviewed

byallpresentandtranspil･eontheraised@stage'ofanarchedbridgeensures

thatthesigni6canceofhisdemiseisnotonethatcanbelightlyignored.The

subsequentrepetitionofobsel･vationsconcerningthebridgeepisodethroughout

thestolyfUrthercoll61mthisintuition.

Bridgesinlb/""7e/"ｿ7efb"ows〃加Qf"ieR加gareprimarilyoftwotypes.

The6rstrelatively@defensive'typeservesnotonlytoallowaccessbutalsoto

fimneltra価cpastwatchfillguardssoastopl･otectentrancestoandexitsfi･om

avarietyofcitiesandinnel･halls.Thesecondtypearefbundoverriversonthe

7 19timeSinall;UlemostfifequentlyreibrencedbridgeistheBrandywineBI･idge,mentionedatotal
of221imes.
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openl･oad.Tbtheextentthatthenan･ativearcof7We腱"Ows/i"qf"7eR加gis

primarilythatofanoverlandjoumeyduringthecoul･seofwhichtheprotagonists

arerequiredtocrossmanyrivel･s, thepresenceorlackofbridgesduringthe

val･iousscenesrepresentsakeywayinwhichtheauthoraltel･natelyimpedesor

propelsthecharactersontheirquest.Sectionsofriverswithnobridgemustbe

fbrdedwithdimcultybutaffercrossingalsoprovideamodicumofsafety;bridges

easetravelwhentheircrossingispennittedbutsuchpermission(at leastinthis

stoly)canneverbetakenfbrgranted.Assuchthestolyarceffbctivelyremoves

bridgesfiomthepl･edictablel･ealmofevelydaylifetheynonnallyoccupyand

pol･traysthemasstl･ategicallycrucialanddangel沿廿aughtemitiescharacteristic

ofawarzone.Thisbeingthecase, itshouldnotbesurprisingthatthemost

evocativebridgedepictionisachieveddul･ingthesceneinwhichtheFellowship

Iosesitsmost impol･tantmemberwhiletlyingtocrossthestoly's longestand

mostdangerousbl･idge.

しb/"剛e2:777e7Wo乃Weﾉ籾beginswithFrodoandSamseparatingoffiiPom

thegroupandtravelingbyboatdowntheRiverAnduin.Meanwhile,Sh･ider

(Aragom),LegolaS,andGimlisetoutinpursuitoftheOrcsthathavekilled

Boromirandapparentlycaptul･edMenyandPippin.Theiil･stbridgereferenceto

appearinVblume2occursinaconversationamongafewoftheOrcsthathave

capturedMelTyandPippill;theynotethedifficultyofcrossmgtheriverdueto

thefactthatenemyfbrcescontroltheoppositeshol･eandaparticulal･bridgesome

distanceaway(61).

Thenextmentionofabridgeoccul･swhenAragom,Legolas、andGimli

encountel･Gandalfwhoismakinghis61･stappeal･anceafterreturningfi･om

thedead. InresponsetoGandalf'srequest:GTellmeofyourselveS,"Aragom

respondsthatitwouldbedimculttorecountevelythingthathasoccurredGGsince
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wepartedonthebridge"(125-126; inalaterpassage,Faramiralsoenquires

aboutthe"fightonthebridge,"362). Infact,becauseofthevariousdisconnects

thatoccul･redwhenGandalffell intotheabyss,fbrthel･estofthestolytheevent

servesasabefbreandafterreferencepomtofsupremeimport: soonaftel･his

fall､themumal trustthathadboundtheFellowshiptogetherbeginstounravel

andpreviouslysuppressedtemptationsconcel･ningtheRingl･evealthemselves

inBoromir'simpulsiveattempttotakeitbyfbrce;Frodoleavesthegroupto

fbllowhisownpaths;andwhenGandalfreml･nsfiom"death"(134-135)hedoes

sowithenhancedpowel･sandwizardlystams.NolongerGGGandalftheGrey''but

"theWhiteRider''(133),hisnewfbundauthorityequipshmtobettercaptainthe

fbrcesarrayedagainstSauron

Nextcomesarathersurprisingbridgerefbrence:Merlyl･emarksthatone

groupofOrcshadgonetowardstheFordswhileanotherwent inthedirection

ofabridgethatGGhadbeenbuiltdownthere.''At6rstonemightwonderwhether

thedisputatiousOrcswouldactuallybeabletoaccomplishagrouppl･Qjectas

complexasbridge-buildingbut,duetothefactthatat leastsomeoftheroads

(andlikelybridges)inMordorhadbeenconstrLlctedusingOrclaboISperhapsthe

ideaisnotsofalpfetchedafterall.

Atonepoint,thenarl･atol･mentionsthefaroffbridgesovertheAnduin(314)

nearOsgiliath.8Twopageslatel･Gollummentionsthesesamebridges(316)along

withthestrategicobservationthat,becauseSauron'sfbl℃esholdthesebridges,

hewillpresumehimselfsafefi･omattackandwillnotbecarefilllywatchingthe

environsclosertoMordor(316).

Asurprising"whitebridge"(397)playsaprominentroleinthechaptel･

KAsthelargestan(l lastbridgetherehasalreadybeen4｡castdown"itisunclearwhichbridgesarc
beingreferredtohere.
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entitlede6TheStairsofCirithUngol.''AsanapproachtoMinasMorgul,the

bridgeisapparentlywhitebecauseitwasbuiltbytheN(imen6reanslongbefbre

thecitywastakenoverbySauron'sfbrces・Asitisanenn･ancetothecityofthe

captainoftheRingwraiths,Frodoistemptedtocl･ossitatgreatperilblltGollum

wamshimofthedangerandFrodomanagestoresisttheRing'spull.Passing

througha"gapintllestone-wallbesidetheroad"(398),theybeginclimbinga

narrowpaththatwillleadthemtothepassofCirithUngol.Aftertravelingupthis

paththeyfindthemselvesoverlookingthebridgeacrossanarrowvalley(400).

WhentheWraith-kingandhisalmyemel･ge廿omthecitygatesandareaboutto

crossthebridge,theHobbitsandGollummustquicklyhidethemselvesasbest

theycantoavoiddiscovely.Evenstill,theBlackRidel･ GGhaltedsuddenlylright

befbretheentranceofthebridge"(400)and,seemingtrollbled, lookedaroundas

ifsensing$csomeotherpowerwithinhisvalley.''Intheend,howeveISheandhis

fbrcespasson.

Itseemsevident thatTblkienhereusestheWi･aith-king'shesitation ill

crossingthebridgeasafi･amingartificetoindicatethatthisdecisiontocal･ly

onwithSauron'sbattleplansdespitehisuneasyfeelingsbefbl･esettingoutwill

beasigniiicantmmingpointinthestory;thisaspectwouldhavelostfbcusif

theWraith-kinghadmerelyfelt tl･oubledsomewherealongtheroad.Even

thoughthedecisiontocl･ossthebridgeoutofMinasMorgulwithhistroopsis

aneasilyreversibleoneintheor)Gthepresenceofthebridgeinthescenecauses

thecrossingtoseemall themol･emomentous. lt isasifthemovementover

thebl･idgehasset inmotionanirreversiblecourseofevents.Assuch,Tblkien's

historicalviewpointseemstoadheretoa"gl･eatperson/criticaljuncmre"viewof

histoly. Insuchaviewofhistoly,theindividualchoicesofthefewmakegreat

diffbrencesinthefatesofthemany.
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Keepingthis <Gcritical juncture'' viewofhistol･icaloutcomes inmmd,

reilectiononGandalf'sdecisiontosacrificehimselfonthebridgeinVblume

l seemsall themore illogicalOnlyafewpagesbefbrehehadmadethe

observationthathis"time[was]coming"(Vbl.1,291),apparentlyaconscious

obsel･vationthathewouldplayacrucialroleinthe6ghtagainstMordor.This

premonitionnotwithstanding,bychoosingtoexpendhimselffbrthesakeof

thosewithlesserpowerandleadershippotential,heseemstobeabandoning

thegreatresponsibilitieshehadbeenpsychologicallypreparinghimselftotake

upandleavingtheleadershipofall filturebattlesuptoothers lesswiseand

dependablethanhimselfMadewithafilllknowledgeofthestrengthofMordol;

suchadecisionwould,onthesurface,appeartheheightoffblly. Ifwiseleaders

canhaveoutsizedinfluencesonoutcomesthankstothevelyqualityoftheir

decision-makmg,thencommonsensewoulddictatethatheshouldsavehimself

attheexpenseofthelesscapable.Considered廿omthisangle,hisclashwith

theBalrogreHectsnotcoldcalculationbutrathersimplemindedfaiththatsome

outsidefbrcewillnotonlyrecognizethevalueofhissacrificebutactuallyreward

himfbrit.Asthisissuerepresentspartofarecurrmgtheme, itwillbeexammed

inmoredetailinthenextsection.

Thus,thebridgesmentionedinVOlume2fallprimarilyintothreecategories:

thebridgesovertheAnduinwhichwereatfirstdefendedbuthavesincecome

undel･thecontrolofSauron,givinghimafalsesenseofsecurity;Durin'sBridge

inMoria,referredtosolelyinretrospectduetoitsparticularsigni6canceasa

criticalmmingpoint inVolumel;andthewhitebridgeofMinasMorgulat

whichFrodonarrowlyescapesdetectionbytheWraith-kingasheexitsthecily

withhisanny・Suchbeingthecase,theonlytwotypesofbridgereferencethat

acmallyrefertoeventstranspiringinthesecondvolumeitselfareimportantnot
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symbolicallybutratherstrategically. Inonecase,theholdingofbridgesleadsto

overconfidenceinthosecontrollingthemandintheothel･,avague,disquieting

feelingatabridgebyoneofSauron'sleadersisignoredandagreatopportunity

torecapturetheRingislost.

Inthissense,bridgesdepictedinVolume2metonymicallypointtolarger

trendsandtendenciesevidentinthestoly.TheactionsandattitudesofSaul･on's

fbllowersatbl･idges,whilenotimmediatelydisastrousinandofdlemselves,are

indicativeofunderlyingpl･oblemsthatwillonlyrevealthemselvesinthefilllness

oftime.Assuch,thesebridgescenessevetofbreshadowtheeventualcollapse

ofSauron'scal･efilllyorchestratedplans.

レbIz""e3.YyleRe"""城ﾙeKi"gbeginswithGandalf'sspeedytripcarlying

thegravely"uredPippintoGondomAlongthewayJblkiendescribessomeof

thecapitalcity,MinasTirith'sfbrtifications,includingitsoutlyingwalls,bridges,

andit;ewalledcauseway''(23). Infact,whentheCitadelgual･dBeregondnotes

howMinasTirithhadreestablisheditspresenceonthel･iverduringtheGGyouthof

Denethol;''henotesthatthebridgeofOsgiliathhadbeenrebuiltdul･ingatime

whenthepeopleofGondorwereoptimisticthatthebridgecouldbeheldagainst

theassaultsofMordor(41).Later,howevelBthedarkriderscameandthebridge

hadtobeGGcastdown''onceagain.

AfterAragornwalkedthe66PathsoftheDead''andsecuredthesel･viceof

thefbnnerlytraitorousCGDead''menofthemountain,hisShadowHostmoved

towarditsrallyingpoint, theStoneofErech,bycl･ossing､Gabl･idgeoverthe

growingtorrent''(73)intothevicinityofthelowlandtownbelowthemountain

Bycrossingthebridgehere,the@GDead''enterthefbrbiddenrealmoftheliving

andsymbolicallytransgressthesupemanlralboundariesthathavelongheld

themincheck.Additionally,theG6torrent''mentionedwouldseemtostandinibr
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thel･apidlyburgeoningfbrcesAragomfindshimselfincontrolof

AsthecapitalcityofGondorisassaultedbyavastarmyofOrcs,theallies

ofMordorcanbeamplyreinfbrcedii･ombehindbecausetheAnduinhadbeen

"bridged"toallow$:morefbrceandgearofwar"topoul･across(119). Infact,

theseGGbridgeg'tumoutnottobequicklyconstmctedpermanentspansbutrather

"boat-bridges"(196)thatarebeingusedincoordinationwithfelTies. Intheend,

howevel;aftertheShadowHostmanagestodefeatSauron'sfbrcesatseaand

AragomferriesarapidlyassembledarmyofthelivingupstreamtorelieveMinas

Tirith'ssiege,Sauroll'sboat-bridgesatOsgiliath,placedtherefbrusebyhisown

armies,endupfacilitatingGondoriantransportintheoppositedirection.

TakingtheinitiativeandtravelingtheshortdistancedowntheroadtoMinas

MoIgul,AragornandGandalfdiscovertheWraith-king'scitytobedesel･ted.Soas

toeliminatethepossibilityoftheil･beingattackedfrombehindbyreinfbl･cements

exitingMordoracl･ossthe"evilbridge"(198)ofMinasMol･gul,they"broke"it

andalsosetfiretothesurroundingfields.ThuswasaGGwhitebridge''originally

builtbyNlimen6reansinmorepeacefilltimesbroughtdownbytheNtimen6rean

heil･toGondor'sthrone. Intakingthisaction,castingdownabridgeinMordor

itself;AragornsurpassesthebestthatTheodentheStewardofGondorhadbeen

abletoaccomplisheveninhisprime.

AfterFrodoandSamescape廿omtheTbwerofCirithUngol,atEphelDliath

theyencounterabl･idgetheymustrunquicklyacrosssoastoescapedetection

(236-237).Witha"desperatespurt,"theymostlycrossthebridgeonlytohearthe

pealsofanalarmbell.Soastoavoiddiscovelyintheil･exposedpositiononthe

bridge,theyjumpovertheparapet;fbrtunatelythedropisnotfamHidinginthe

shadowofthebridge,theywaituntil G6thesoundofhoofandfbot''havepassed

overthem(237)andthencontinuetheir.ioumey,makingevelyefTorttostayoff
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thevalleyroadwhichextendedoutiifomthewestembridge-end(241).Asthey

traveltheymakerefbrencetotheirpositionintermsofthedistancetheyhave

traveledfiomthatbridge(250).

Aftermanymiles, theycomeuponanotherbridge, thisoneanartificial

bottleneckinotherwiseflatterritolyduetothefactthatithadbeenpositioned

overadeepal･tificialtrench(251).BecauseFl･odoandSamaretravelingdisguised

asOrcs,whentheyarediscoveredlyingneal･theedgeoftheroadinexhaustioll,

theyal･eulgedtofall inwiththemarchingannyofOrcs.Aftel･cl･ossingthe

bridge(256)andpassingthroughaguardedgate, theycometoacrossroadsat

whichmanymovingtroopsareconvelgingbefbreheadingofftobattle. 'IBking

advantageofthedarknessthatenvelopesthem,Samdropsdown,trippingupthe

Ol℃sfbllowingthemandthenpullingFl･odoafterhimofftheroadintheensuing

confilsion.

Thenextbridgeinthestolyisnotseenbyanyprotagonistbutmerelyalluded

tobythenarrator:the"vastbridgeofiron"(269)linkingtheroad廿omSauron's

fbrtress,Barad-d(il; toSammathNaul;theG(ChambersofFire''ofMt.Doom

whel･etheOneRingwasoriginallycast・ InmentioningitasanGGironbridge,''

1blkien'snarratorechoestheauthor'sdeepmisgivingsaboutthemodemuseof

machine-orientedtechnology.'Althoughbridgesinthestolyareofienportrayed

asohiectsthatcanbeputtoeviluse,thisironbl･idgeatthecenterofMordor

seemsinherentlydarkandevil. Infact,nodepictionsofanyonecrossingoverit

al･eincludedinthetext.

9 'IblkienwasskepticalofmanytypeSofmachinesbutespeciallyofautomobiles.Apparentlynone
tooskillfillatdriving(Carpentcl3 165),hefeltcarstobepositivelydetrimentaltopcacelilIOxfbrd

liliS(Camenter>219-220).
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AftertheRingisdestroyed'oandFrodoandSamarerescuedbytheeagles,

thestoly'sdenouementdepictsnumerousftll･ewelljoumeysandpartings.Initially,

Frodo,GandalfandtheotherHobbitsstopatRivendelltoseeBilboandwhen

theydotheyareunderstoodonceagaintocrossthenarrowbridge(326)leading

toElrond'sdoolxAftel･ashortstayhtheymoveonwithall intentionofreaching

theShireassoonaspossible.Astheyappl･oachhome,howevel;theyarewamed

byGandalftoarriveatatimebefbrethegateontheBrandywineBridgewillbe

lockedfbrthenight(341). InthattherehadbeennogatesontheBrandywine

BridgewhentheyhadlefttheShire,thiscommentdismrbstheHobbittravelers

somewhat.

Arrivingatthebridge, theyfindthatgreatspikedgates(342)hadindeed

beenconstmctedateitherendofthebridgeandthatsomepoorlybuiltbridge-

houses(cf348)hadalsobeenplacedateitherend.'!AsFrodoandhiscompanions

movetowardsBagEnd,theBrandywineBridgeservesasthepointfiomwhich

theprogessoftheirtl･avelthereafterwillbemeasured(345)

Whilecrossingtheplankbridgebythemill inHobbiton,theirpositionatop

thebridgeapparentlyoffersthemaclearviewoftheterriblechangesthathave

occurredatBagshotRowjwhichnowseemstohavebeenturnedintoagravel

quarly(366). Inthisdepiction,thevelyactofstandingonthebridgeaccenmates

theshockfeltbytheHobbitsatseeingthehon･ificl･esultsofSal･uman'sschemmg.

Inthevel･ynextscenethebridgeisnolongel･aplaceofclairvoyance,though.

Afieracon廿ontationbetweenMerlyandSandyman,theescortthatfbllowed

IoAsFrodonearsthecracksofdoom,GollummanagestobitethcRingo"Frodo's6ngcrbulloses

hisbalanceandfillls intothevolcanothusdestroyingtheRingandunintentionallysavingMid-
dle-carth

I1 TheBridgeInnhadapparentlybeenpulleddowntomakeroomfbroneofthehouses(Vbl.3,
344)．
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behindtheHobbitscamemarchingacl･ossit,causingSandymantoblowhishorn

andsoundthealaml(367). 'Ibhisregl･et,nohelpcomesbecauseagreatmanyof

Saruman'shenchmenhavealreadybeendealtwith.

Inftlct,thisHobbitonbl･idgescenerepresentsthelastbridgementionedin

thestoly.Althoughtherearemanypartingsinthelastfewchapters,noneofthese

aremadeoverbridges(whichseemtosymbolizetwo-wayconnection). Instead,

the6nalvoyageintotheWestfbrFrodo,Bilbo,Gandalfandmanyoftheelvesis

accomplishedbywayofa"whiteship"(383)fiomtheGreyHavens.Thisisonly

iittingasthecrossingofabodyofwatel･byboatindicatesaone-wayjoumey

fiomwhichthereisnoguaranteethatthosecrossingwilleverreturn

All inall, thebridgesdepictedinVOlume3of7yleLo"qMeR/"gFseem

toberathertreacherousbl･idges.Theyarecapturedandrecaptul･ed, firstbeing

usedbyoneannyandthenanother; theyareusedbyspiestogainaccessto

enemytel･ritoly; theyareheavilygual･dedandyetstill theymanagetoallow

enemiesintoone'sdomain.ThedecisionbyAl･agornandGandalftodesh･oythe

ancientbl･idgeatMinasMorgullestitbeusedtotheirdisadvantageseemstobe

notanill-consideredactofspitebutacarefilllycalibratedexampleofprudent

leadershipinthefaceofunknownenemymovements.Nevertheless, thefact

thatboththeBrandywineBridgeandtheplankbridgeinHobbitonsurvivethe

scouringoftheShireintactseemsindicativeoftherelativemildnessofthepowel･

smlgglesthel･ein;bridgesthatstandfbl･longpel･iodsoftimedosoasatestament

totherelativepoliticalstabilityofthelocalestheyoccupy.

VI.O11themetaphorical implicationsofbridgedepictionillZ77eLo7tfq/

r"eR"7gr

Lookmgbackonthepreviollsthreesectionsofanalysis,depictedbl･idgesare
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seentoplaycrucial l･olesinallofTblkien'smajorworksoffantasy.Theexact

numbersofspecifiablebridgesmentionedineachworkorvolumeal･elistedin

Thblel.

Thblel.DirectReferencestoSpeci6cBridgesin'Iblkien'sM"o!･FantasyWorks
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三

BI･idgename

6 22BrandywineBridge(ak.a.BridgeofStonebows,tlleGretBridge) I 脳

３ 1916Dunn'sBndge(a.k.a.tlleBIidgeofKhazad-dnm)

LastBridge(a.k.a. theBridgcofMitlleithel) Ⅲ
｜
Ⅲ

11

10 IW11itebridgeofMinasMorgul(MoIdor)

WoodenbndgeatLake-tovII 1010

99BridgeofNargoillrond

BridgeofEphelDdaill(Mordor) 8 8

1
７

－ 8I 4BridgeofOSgiliath(Gondor)

BridgcofEsgaldllil1(a.k.a.I"l lallISBridgeofMenegrolll)

BridgeofAngband

Plallkbridge(Hobbiton,TheShire)

66

44

７
』 4I 1

1 4
７

』

『

‐

Ｉ

Ｉ

ＰBridgetoElrond'sHouse(Rivendeli)
３３Bridgea!Elevenking'sGate(Mirkwood)

WhitebndgeofLothl6rien
７
－２

７

－
７

－OldBridgencarGatetoLonelyMountam
■

1BridgenearIsengard

1IImnBridgetoSammathNaur(Mordor)

11BridgeofNimrodel

MountainB㎡dgeloMorthrondWlle(Gondor) 1 I

ﾌヮ
ーー 127lbtalSpecincRefbrences 51 1520 19

Refel･ences tobridges(includingunspecifiedbridgesofvarioustypes)total

asfbllows: 7ｿ7eS"ﾉ"αﾉ･""o〃－23references,7ｿ7e"o66〃－20references,and

Ty7eLoﾉ･dq/"7eR加邸(3volumes)-104referenceslntermsoffi･equencyof
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'･eference,777eLo/･dqfZ方eR"癖M)j"ﾉ"ef所e陸"OWS〃わqf"7eR"卿has

byfarthemostbridgespel･pageoftextatlbridgeevely8.78pagesfbllowed

byl'b/""7e3:7ｿ7eRe""･〃qMeK"7g(lbridgeevelyl4.81pages),7ｿ7e"o66"

(lbridgeevelyl3.5pages),7WeS""7αﾉ"io"(lbridgeeVelyl5.96pages),and

しb/z""e3f7ｿze7WoTbweﾉ汐(lbridgeevely2483pages).

Thebridgemost referl･edtothroughoutTblkien'smajorworks is the

BrandywineBridgeintheShil･e(beingl･efen･edtoltimeill7ｿ7e〃ひめ",15times

inlblz""eﾉ.耐e姥"ows"q"zeRi"&and6timesinﾚb/"ﾉ"e3.澱eRe""･"〔ヅ

/ﾙeKi"g).Thesecondmosthequentlymentionedbl･idgeisDurin'sBridge(a.k.a.

theBridgeatKﾙ“α仏""1)withl9refbrencessplitbetweenvolumesland2of

乃eLo/､dqMeRi"gB. Incontl･asttothesehighlymemorablebridges,thereare

otherbridgesthathavelaIgelyescapednoticedespitetheil･relativefiequency

ofmention,thesebeillgtheLastBridge(11 times),theWhiteBridgeofMinas

MoIgul(lltimes),thewoodenbridgeatLake-town(10times),theBridgeof

Nargothrond(9times),theBridgeofEphelD1jath(8times),andtheBridge(s)of

Osgiliath(8times).

Havingsaidthis, thetwomostmemorableepisodesrelatingtobridgesare

pl･obablyL6thien'sdesperateattempttosaveBerenattheBridgeofAngband

(7yieS/〃"αﾉ･〃o")andGandalf'sbattlewiththeBalrogattheBridgeofKﾙ“α仏

""7(Vbl. 1).Asbothofthesebl･idgescenes illvoIvecharactersdisplayinga

willmgnesstosacrificethemselvesfbrthegoodofothersandalsobecauseboth

occasionsl･esult insurprisingtumaboutsinthecourseofMiddle-earthevents,

thesetwo@bridgestorierareprobablythebestexamplesof'Iblkien'suseof

bl･idgesfbl･purposesofabstl･actevocation,廿amingofnoteworthyevents,andthe

hannonizationofmetaphoricalnuancewithdepictedactions.

Thesetwomostcompellingexamplesaside・theinstancesinwhichbridges

－84－



DanielC・Strack

appearinhismJol･fantasyworksallseemtohavemetaphorical implicationsto

agreaterorlesserextent.BecauseTblkien'sworksarecruciallyconcemedwith

theways inwhichchanges inpowerrelationsaremanifestedinthephysical

envil･onmentofMiddle-earth,bridgeshelpreadersconcl･etelyvisualizepride,

overconfidence,trust,andbetrayal,fiamehel･oicdeeds,andamplifythewaysin

whichunwiseactionsandunhealthyattitudesare, inevitablyjpaidfbr.

Giventheways inwhichbridges inTblkien'sftlntasyworkshavebeell

usedmetaphorically, itwouldnotbeatallsurprismgtofindthatsomeorallof

thesebl･idgedepictionsaremetaphoricallylinkedtotheauthol･'sconsistently

resonantoverarchillgthemesinonewayol･another.Afewthemestheauthor

hasadmittedtoincol･poratinginclude@6Fall,"thetragedyof"Mortality"andthe

consequentweightofsacrifice,andtheevilsofdomination,especiallybyway

of"Machine"(Le"eﾉ3, 145). Inretrospect, theepisodesatboththeBridgeof

AngbandandDul･in'sBridgemaybeunderstoodtotieinto&mortalityandthe

weightofsacrilice'whiletheironbridgeinMordorandthedestructionneal･

theplankbridgeintheShirearecertainlyl･elatedto@dominationbywayofthe

Machine.'

Anadditional distinctiveongoingthemeprominent inboth777e"o66"

and777eLoﾉ"dqfrﾉ7eRj"g3isthecharacterizationofbothBilboandFrodoas

humbleindividualswithoutsizedrolestoplayinmuchlargersocietalevents. In

fact,suchacharacterdevelopmentarcisdetectableinsomeofTblkien'slesser

knownstories,aswell・Forexample,inanepisodetowal･dstheendof'Iblkien's

fancifilltale,F""'ei･G"esq/"αﾉ"(1949),Giles,havingsurprisinglyvanquished

adragon,takenitprisoneI;andbroughtbackpartofitstreasure,cheerfilllystands

onabridgeattheedgeoftownandadvisestheKmg,whohascometoclaimpart

oftheloot,toreturnhome・WhentheKing,enragedathisimpudence,attacks
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him,thebesteddragonemelgesfi･omhishidingplaceunderneaththebridgeand

scaresofftheKing'sknightsandmen-at-armsinaninstant.'2

Thisstoly, publishedin l949butol･iginallyofferedfbrpublicationas

apossiblesequel to777eHO66"inthe l930s(Carpenter, 168), consistently

emphasizes thedown-to-earthclevernessofFannel、Giles indealingwith

powel･fillyetoverconfidentenemiesandrivalsHebeststheKingjustashebested

thedragoll:byprovinghimselfmoresubtleinhidinghislimitedstrengthsand

usingthemtomaximumeffectonlyattheopportunetilne.Inthis,Gilesshows

similaritiestobothFrodoandGandalfLikeFrodoheisoutwal･dlyhumbleand

unassuming; likeGandalf;hemarshalshismeagerfbrcestomaximumadvantage

inwaysthatachieveoutsizedresults.Neverdleless,atleastfiDmastrategicpoint

ofviewjGilesandthedragon'svictolyattheGGBattleoftheB1･idgeofHam''

superiiciallyresembles theBalrog'sunsuccessfill sulpriseattackatDLIrin's

Bridge.Thisenigmaticsimilarity, inwhichthefailingstl･ategyusedbythevillain

ofonestoryisusedsuccessfUllybythehel･oinanothel;callsTblkien'smol･al

consistencyintoquestionsomewhat.

Onekeycontrastbetweenthesestol･iesisthatFarmel･Gileshasacertain

amountofambitionanddesiretomaintainwhatevernewlywonstatuscomeshis

waywhileFrodoandGandalfbothshowtheirimlervirtuebyshunningoutward

symbolsofpowerol･ success.Thisdifference isall themoreapparentwhen

IzThesinglebridgcinF"･ﾉ"eﾉ･G"sq/"""isdepicledprimarilyintermsofmililalyimportance.
Fromanoffbnsivepointofvicwit isfbaturcdasGilesleavesthetownandalsobecomesthesitefbr

iriumphalprocessionsuponhisrcturnfrombothtrips.Finall)LitisUlesiteofthebattlebetweenthe

King'Sknighlsandhimselfandthedragon.ZaleSkiandZaleskinoteUlatTblkicninventedthestory

6contllespotmlllc1920's, toentertainhischildrenasthefamilylluddledunderabridgeduring

apassingstonn"(Zaleski&Zaleski,370).SeenfiFomthisperspcctivc,thefilctthatonlyasingle

bridgeisdepictedindlestolyscemsanythingbutincidental;itscruciairolewaslargelydelermined

bythefactUlatoneparticularbridgeservedloinspirelhestory.
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considermgthebasicplotarcsofeachstoly:whileFarmerGilesheroicdeeds

leadinexorablytohisKingship,Frodo'ssuccessionofheroicdeedsonlylead

himinexorablytowardshisownlikelydeath.Infact,Frodo'ssymbolicjourney

intodleheartofMordormayactuallybeunderstoodasafbnnof"catabasig'(cf

Obel･tino),a&descentintohell'nal･rativestl･ucturethattypicallyservesasagreat

testmeanttopl･ovetheitineranthero'sworth.

NewmannotesbothsimilaritiesanddiscrepanciesbetweenFrodo'serrand

toMt.Doomin7VieLol9dq///ieRi"gsandmanyclassicalqueststories, the

primalydifferencebeillgthattheevilcharactersstl･ivingtol･eclaimtheRing

(SauronandGollum)bodlaffbrdmoreprototypicalexamplesofaquestthan

Frodo'seffbrttodestroyit; infact,hisgoalofretiringtohisprevioussedentaly

existencemakesthewholejourneyseemmol･eofan&anti-quest'(238-240). Ifthe

typicalquest illvoIvesasingle-mindedyeamingfbrpowel;pl･estige,01･riches,

thenFrodocertainlybreaksthemoldandovel･laysanutterlyalienvaluesystem

ontothetraditionalquesttemplate.ZaleskiandZaleskiarecorrectinobservmg

Bilboof7yie"066"tobeCGanewkindofheroaltogethel;exaltedbecausefirst

humbled,yetneverexaltedtoofarabovehisfellowT(206); consequentlyl

Frodo'sdepictionin7ｿ7eLoF･cI峨〃eRi"g3raisesthestakesandinsodoingtakes

thisnovelhero-typetoanentirelynewlevel.

Iftheconsciouschoicetoallowoneselftodiminish(attheappropriatethne)

isoneofthehallmarksofTblkienesque$℃atabasis,''theexaltationofselfandthe

clingingtopastprerogativesorstamsisviewednotonlyaslackinginnobility

butevenasbeingaccursed.AlthoughGollumcertainly6tsthispattem,anothel･

primeexampleisthepatheticcaseofDenetholitheStewardofGondol;who

preferstohaveGCnaught''thantodiminishinanywaywithrespecttolife,Iove,01･

honor(MWol.3, 138).
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Tblkien,whilekeepingovert religious referencesbelowthesurface,

neverthelesstooktheMagni6cattheme(6exaltationofthehumble';cfZaleski

&Zaleski,412-414)hehadhintedatthroughBilbo'scharacterinWieHo66"

andfilllydevelopeditthroughthecal･efilllycalibrateddepictionsofmu1tiple

charactel･s inZWeLoﾉ･dqfr"eR加邸.Thenumerous @diminishing'6gures

portrayedasbeingdeservingofhonol･mentionedincludeAragol･n(whomakes

noclaimstohisrightfillthroneuntilhehasproVedhimselfworthyofthecrowll),

AIwen(whofbregoesimmol･talityfbl･ 1ove),andGaladriel(whorefilsestheRing

whenitisoiferedtoherandinsteadchoosesto"diminish''andgointotheWest).

OfcoursethegreatestexampleisFrodoj theparallelbetweenFrodoclimbing

MountDoomwhilecaIyingtheevelrincreasingburdenoftheRingistoosimilar

toJesuscarlyingthecrosstoGolgothatobeconsideredcoincidental.

Asmentionedbefbre,outofthe88totalbridgesreferenceddirectlyin

7ｿ7eLoﾉ･dq/."zeR"793,19oftheserefertothedramaticeventsthatoccuron

Durin'sBl･idge(a.k.a.thebridgeofK"qzα仏""')intheminesofMoria.Atthis

bridge,Gandalfincitesadirectconfi･ontationwiththeBall･ogsoastoallowthe

othersopportunitytoescape.Ashisquicklydeterminedcourseofactionseems

11ottoreHectselfseekingbravadoornaiveoverconiidence,hisdecisionmust

beunderstoodinadifferentway: asanaturalupwellingofcourageinhumble

awarenessofvaluesthattl･anscendpersonalselfinterest.Givinguphopesfbr

personalsuccess,heentruststhecompany'sfiltul･etoitsothermembersbutaiso

totheunseenpowerthathasguidedtheil･stepstillthatpoint. Inallowinghimself

tobethusCdiminished,'heplaceshisfaithinapowergreaterthanhisown,one

thatcanultimately@tipthescalegandbalanceoutanysetbacksthatmightoccur

duetotheschemingofenemiesol･theweaknessofallies.

ItisthisimplicittrustinthegoodwilloftheunseenarbiterthatsetsGandalf
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apartasaleademAccordingtoTblkien:

Gandalfalonefilllypassesthetests,onamoralplaneanyway(hemakes

mistakes injudgmenO.Forinhisconditionitwasfbrhimasqcﾉ･"ceto

perishontheBridgeindefenceofhiscompanions, lessperhapsthanfbra

mortalManorHobbit,sincehehadfal･greaterinllerpowerthanthey;but

alsomore,sinceitwasahumblingandabnegationofhimselfinconfbnnity

to6theRules':fbrallhecouldknowatthatmomemhewastheo"〃perSon

whocoulddirecttheresistanceofSauronsuccessfillly,andallﾉｩﾉSmission

wasvain.HewashandingovertotheAuthoritythatordainedtheRules,and

givmguppel･sonalhopeofsuccess.(Le"eﾉ否,202)

Inresponsetoacritic'sopinionthatGandalfhadnotreallydied, Tblkien

responds: @GGandalfreally@died',andwaschanged: fbrthatseemstomethe

onlyrealcheatmg,torepresentanythingthatcanbecalledGdeath'asmakingno

diffbrence. GIamG. the〃ﾙ"e,whohasretumed廿omdeath'.Probablyheshould

ratherhavesaidtoWonntongue: :Ihavenotpassedthroughdeath("of:iireand

Hood')tobandycrookedwordswithasel･ving-man'"(Le"eﾉ智,201).

NewmannotesthatSauron'svisualappearanceasafielysingleeyehalks

backtotheclassicalcyclopsof7ｿ1eOfjArsa)'(244).Certainlyso,buttheimage

ofthefielyeyealsometaphoricallycommunicatesSauron's filndamental

motivation:havmgcreatedtheRingtoservehispoweI=hunglypurposes,he

fbcuseshiseifbrtsonfindingitsoastoregainitsutility.Thesingle-milldedness

ofhisobsession,howevel;ultimatelykeepshimunawareofthestrongvaluesthat

bindFrodoandhiscoml･adestogether:duty, loyalty,honol3faith,hope,andlove.

Whilehecollldsensethering'snegativeenergywheneveritwaspulposefUlly

used, theRingwentunnoticedathisvelydoorsteppl･eciselybecauseitsblunt-

fbrceutilitywasdisdainedinfavorofcircuitoustrails,al･duousmeansofn･ansport
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and,most importantly, non-utilitarianhabitsofcollectiveconduct: patience、

cooperatioll,powel･-sharing,andselfLsacrifice.AsGIoverputs it, theCouncil

ofElrondhadacleal･viewofSauron'smotivesandlikelyactionswhileSaul･on,

despitehissupematurallyextendedrangeofhisvision, GGcouldnotconceiveof

motivesstrongenoughtowithstandthedesirefbrpower"(42).

Canweviewsuchadynamicasanexpl･essionofTblkien'sown @anti-

Utilitarian，philosophyoflife？Yes，butitmightbearguedthatthisdeep

philosophical rqectionofthedictum@theendsjustifythemeangisnot

equallyavailable inallofhisfantasyworks. Inretrospect,both7ｿ'eHo66"

andFqﾉ･"7eﾉ･G//esq/Ht1"7al･erelativelymol･eneutralconcemmgthisissue. It

couldbeassertedthat,althoughGilesandBilbodohappentobemorallyless

reprehensiblethanthethievestheystealtheirtreasuresfifom,theybothallowthe

Genddtojustifytheil･ &means'tosomeextent. Infact,Bilboonlyagreestojoin

thedwarfadvenmre-seekersaftel･receivingaconvincinganswertohiseminently

pl･acticalquestion,"Whatamlgoingtogetolltofit?'' (TVie"o"",22).By

wayofcontrast､membersoftheFellowshiparetestedmorallyandencounter

successtotheextentthattheyl･isktheirownwell-beingfbrthegreatergood.In

fact,manyoftheirvictories,althoughcertainlymadepossibleinpartthrough

cleverstrategiesandselfLdiscipline,al･eneverthelesscruciallyfacilitatedatthe

lastpossiblemomentfi･omtheoutsideinseemingresponsetoepisodesofself

sacl･ificeorl･enunciationofpowerdisplayedoﾉ7pﾉ･joﾉ･OCC“IC"s・

Insomeways,Tblkien'sdecidedlyoptimisticviewsonthewaysinwhich

selfsacri6cecanleadtogoodendsseemalmosttobeadirect l･esponseto

caricamresofempty-headed&blindoptimism'(theideathattragiceventsal･enot

l･eallytragicbecauseGGallthingsworktogetherfbrgood'';cfHb4'βめﾉe,Romans

8:28)ofthetypesocausticallyskewel･edinVoltaire'sCα"伽咋(1759).Tbthe
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extentthatanychainofeventsinMiddle-earthintheageofSauronmmsout

fbrthebetter,suchanoutcomeneveroccursinresponsetoshallowhopesor

vaguegoodintentions.Divinehelpbecomesavailableonlyinresponsetothe

willingnesstoundeIgosufferingaccompaniedbyadeep-seatedassul･ancethat

dynamichiddenprocessescancarlytheday.Thisbeliefthatanunseenbenevolent

outsidepowerwillnotfinallypermithopetobecompletelyoverwhelmedmight

succinctlybetermedGtragiceucatastrophicftlith.'

Withrespecttohisideaof"Eucatastrophe"(c.fLe"eﾉ,s,100),Tblkiennotes

thatfaily-storiesarealmostalwaysrequiredtohaveahappyending: $GAlmost

Iwollldventuretoassertthatallcompletefaily-storiesmusthaVeit.Atleast

IwouldsaythatTiagedyisthetruefbrmofDrama, itshighestfilnction;but

theoppositeistrueofFaily-stoly.Sincewedonotappeartopossessaword

thatexpl･essesthisopposite-Iwillcall itE"c""""ﾙe.Theezic"""op"c

taleisthetruefbnnofFail:tale,anditshighestfilnction"(Mり"Sre,ﾉ智, 153).

TblkiennotesthistobeaGGsuddenhappymminastorywhichpiercesyouwith

ajoythatbrmgstearrandleadstoasudden"glimpseofTruth"(Le"eﾉ劇s, 100),a

situationinwhichthenomlaltragicchainofcauseandeffectisbroken,thetwin

ordinancesofinevitabledecayandultimatedeatharetempol･arilyrepealed,and

thejoyoflifesnapsbackintoitsproperplace. Itisfbrthisdeepphilosophical

reasonthatcrucialeventsill7ｿ!eLo"qf"7eRﾉ"邸inevitablycomeasasurprise

andsimllltaneouslyofferthereadel･aglimpsebehindthecul･tain: asNewman

notes(243),whenStriderthesteersmancommandsthoseinhisboatto"Feal･

not1'', this @epiphany' isbasedlessonwhatevel･confidencehehas inhisown

navigationabilitiesthaninhisawarenessthatapowergreaterthanhimselfis

guidingtheirboat.

Intheend,thegreatestoccasionofeucatastropheinTblkien'sfantas)fthe
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examplemostfilllyHeshedout,occursattheendof7WeLoﾉ･‘〃"eRﾉﾉ癖at

Mt.Doom.UnabletocompletethetaskofdestroyingtheRingbyhimselfi']

FrodoisunexpectedlysavedbyGollum,acharactel･withoutl･edeemingqualities

andsomeonethatFrodohadregl･ettedsparingonnumerousoccasions.Aquote

am･ibutedtoMithrandir(Gandalf) in777eS""7αﾉ･""o"expl･essesmel℃yas

amoralextensionofhumility: "Manyarethestl･angechancesoftheworld,"

saidMithrandil;6Candhelpoftshallcomefi･omthehandsoftheweakwhenthe

Wisefaltel･"(Si/"lαﾉ"/o",363).Bypassivelyacceptmgandultimatelyactmg

onGandalf's intelmittentencoul･agementtohavepityonGollum(cfNelson,

59),unmeritedgacegrudginglyofferedtoGollumboomerangsbacktoFrodo's

ownultimatebenefit.AtthepointwhenFI･odofinallydoesfailand6ndshimself

unabletogiveuptheRing, it isGollumthatunwittinglydestroysit,thussaving

Fl･odo's lifeandl･eleasingMiddle-earthfiomSauron'sdomination, aswell

(Le"eﾉ"s,234).

Regardingtheissueofwhethel･hedrewanyinspirationii･omtheﾉVibe/""ge"

tl･adition,Tblkienremal･ked: G6Bothringswereround,andthel･etheresemblance

ceases''(Le"e'四,306).ZaleskiandZaleskiobserve,"ThoughTblkienindignantly

l･dectedthecomparison,thel･eismorethanapassmgresemblancetothel･ingof

powerinWagner'sRi"gqMeⅣめe/""9,cursedbyitsmakel･,thedwarfAlberich,

todestroyitspossessol; <cdesRingesHerralsdesRingesKnecht"(thelordof

thel･ingasthering'sslave)"(417).GivellTblkien'sexpertiseintheiieldofold

'3WhileFrodoultimately"ihiled"(Le"eﾉ智,252)inhisquest,hestilldeserved"allhonour"becausc
"ibwoUlcrs,possiblynooUlelsofhiSlime,wouldhavegotsolllr"(Ler"",253).Thisrcibrenceto

Frodobeingdeservingof44allhonor''becauseofhisabnegationincanyinghisburdenfbrUlesake
ofotherscioselyparalleistheNcwTbstamentcharacterizationofJesusbeing"cxaltedtothehighest
place"becauSelletookon.Gtheverynatllreofascrvant(. .)andbecameobedienttodcath-eveil

dcathonacross!"(cfPhilippians2:5-11).
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Germaniclitel･ature,hisvehementdenialofinflllencermgsfalse.Butevenif

certainthematicelementsandpropshavebeensurreptitiouslyborrowed廿om

theﾉWbeﾉ""ge//ed(Rydel; 1962)orWagner'sRi"gq'cle,therevenge-oriented

sentimentsandpessimisticahnospheresfbundintheseolderworkshavelittlein

commonwiththecorevaluesTblkienwasattemptingtoexpressin7yleLoﾉ．｡”

"7eR/"gr.

Infact,thereisanothertypeof"ring''thatmayjustaseasilyhavebeenon

Tblkien'smmdatthetimeofhiswriting,onethathasavelyobviousrelationship

tothestolyonmllltiplelevels. InC．S.Lewis'sMartiantrilogynove1, 7ﾙ“

Hi"o"sS"℃"gjル(Lewis, 1996), oneprotagonist isportrayedashavinga

strongdesiretobelongtoanlnnerRingofinfiuentialprofessionals(cfLewis,

1944).AccordingtoZaleskiandZaleski,"ThedesirefbrthelnnerRing,Lewis

maintained, isGConeofthegreatpennanentmainspringsofhumanaction'';asa

temptationmoreinsidiousthanambitionorlust, theambitiontocreatestrong

relationshipswithagroupofcapable, like-mindedpeoplesoastoimprovethe

chancesofachievingone'sownidealendsisliabletomakesomeone"whois

notyetavelybadmandovelybadthil1gs,''eventothepointofGGtakingovel･

one'spersonality"unlessmeasuresareadoptedtoactivelypreventit(Zaleski

&Zaleski, 127).AlthoughTblkienhadsomereservationsabout7yl"〃i庇o"s

Sry･e"gr"(whichwasreadaloudatmeetingsof"thelnklings,"aliteralysociety

hetookpartin;cfCarpenter, 1997,p. 198), itseemslikelythatthisprofbund

misgivingconcerninglnnerRingorientation, expressedsoclearlybyLewis,

wouldhavebeeninaccordwithhisownthoughtsonthemattel･.Neveroneto

activelyseektheapprobationofhispeers,Tblkiencontinuedto@dohisown

thing' thl･oughouthiscareel･and, fittingly,metwithacclaimnotthroughhis

scholarlyresearch(althoughhisacademicwritingswereiirst-rateandwell-
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receivedbythosepropel･lypositionedtoappreciatethem),butratherthroughthe

Gfaily-stories'hiscolleaguessovehementlydetested.

Infact,oneofthegeat ironiesin7ｿ7eLoﾉ･dqfrheR加承canbevaguely

intuitedinthetitleoftheiirstvolumeintheserieso771e死"OMLS"わQMeRi"g.

IfFrodo'sRingisclearlyundel･stoodastheGGOneRing''ofPowel･createdto

dominateall theothers, thenonnalassociationofnon-Ringbearel･swiththe

caretakeroftheringwouldbeenslavement.@Fellowship,'ontheotherhand,

isacompletelyvoluntalyrelationshipofequalsand,assuch,wouldnolmally

bealientoanygroupcenteredontheRillg・Whenonefilllyrealizesthatthe

8GFellowship'' isnothingmorethanabandofrelativelyselHessvolunteersthat

ishopingfbrnothingmorethantobeofassistancetoFrodoashecarrieshis

dangerousburden,webegintoseethegoupasthevelyantithesisofSauronand

hisRingwraiths.Ratherthanbeingdominated,eachmemberhelpsvoluntarily

untilthey6nallyelecrrojb//owqc〃とﾉ･eﾉ"p"ﾉ汐""・ Inthiscontext,Sam, the

longestservingmemberofthefellowship,displaysremarkablededicationto

Frodobyhelpinghimto"bear"hisburden"aslongasitis[his]tobear''(Vb1. 1,

95). Ingoingthedistancemthispeculiarexampleofnon-obligatolyservice,his

heroismisdemonstratedandhissinceremotivationsareamplyconiirmed.

Inthisway, ratherthangraduallyhavingtheirindividual identitieseroded

byanongoingrelationshipofsubjugationtoamol･epowerfillRing-wielder,

eachmemberoftheFellowship(withthesingleexceptionofBoromir)proves

themselvestrustworthyandreadiesthemselvesfbrgreatertrialsandpersonal

responsibilities tocome: IfsubmittmgtotheRingisadegrading,morally

vacuous,soul @un-making'experience,accompanyingtheonewhobears it is

seentoaidoneindevelopingahigherlevelofmoralandspirimalperfection.

Consequently; totheextent thatpowercol･l･uptsandabsolutepowel･corrupts
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absolutelyM,keepingpowerincheck(orassistinganotherpersonastheyattempt

tokeepgreatpowerincheck)mustconverselybeemlobling.Justasthepurest

exampleofdictatorshipisseenintheruleofoneindividualoverapopulation

incapableofresistance,theguardingoftheleversofpoweragainstthedangers

ofdictatorialoverreachismostnobleandeffectivewhenitisrightlyperceiVed

tobeacrucialcivicdutyandsharedcommunityresponsibility.

V11.1s醗eLo”qf的eRi"gganovelofideas？

Bowman(2006,p.272)noteshowsome"supposethat [Tblkien'swork]can

appealonlytorelativelynarvereaders''andGGwouldnotrewardthekindof

criticalanalysisthatmoresophisticatedfiction''oftenaffbrds.SimilarlyうBurns

assertsthatTblkien's"likesanddislikes,valuesandpreferences"(whichal･e

evidentthroughamyriadofclues)resultin"unequivocalcharacterization''and

mmodest"moralcertimde"(49). 'Ibthis,onemightrespondthat, themorals

Tblkienvalorizestendtobethosethatarerelativelyuncontrovel･sial inJudeo-

Christianand@Western'ethicalnolms: loyaltyj respectfbrtradition,humilib/,

mercy;selfLdisciplineandselfLsacrifice. Incontrasttotheseviltues,theGvalueg

ofSauron,namely, lustfbrpowerandthedominationofothe1･s, certainlydo

seem@evil'(thatis,ifsuchanarchaic-soundingwordcanstillbesaiddemarcate

anythmgatall).Ifthemoralcertimdeexpressedby7yieLoﾉ･dqMeRing3boils

downtoapromotionofcommonplacevirmesoverconspicuouslyobjectionable

vices､itseemsstrangethatexhibitingmoralcertimdeshouldevenbeconsidered

problematic.

'4 ｡gPowertendstocorrupt,andabsolutepowercorruptsabsolutely''wasacommentofLordActon
toBishopMandellCreighton,AprilSu', 1887(QuotedinMorris,739). 'IblkienwouldSurelyhave
beenawareofthiscommonlvrefbrencedaxiom.

－95－



BI･idgesandRenunciationofPowerin7yleZ,oltiqf"IER"轡

Inanycase, theclaimthatTolkien'sworkdemonstrates G&unequivocal

charactel･ization'' inparticularneedstobedisputed. Fol･whiletheauthor's

preferredvil･tuesanddetestedvicesmayindeedbel･eadilyapparent,thechal･acters

inthestolyallfallalongabroadspectrumofmoralattainmentwithevelyone

fallingshort inonewayoranothel:Thecastofcharactel･sincludesnoabsolute

moralparagons(includingevenexemplarssaidtobedeservingof@honor'

likeGandalfandFrodo);neithel･does it includeanyirl･evocablyevilvillains

(includingGollumandperhapsevenSauron,atleastashewaschal･acterizedin

cel･taineal･lysectionsof7yieS""2"･i"/o").

Whileit ispl･obablyaccuratetostatethatTblkien'snal･l･atol･avoidsthe

novelistictendencytomakesatiricalobservationsthatundel･mineGGthecharacters

01･thegoalstheyaretlyingtoachieve'' (Bowman,282), it issimultaneously

truethatwhiletheapparentvaluesandthestatedgoodintentionsofcharactel･s

areoftentakenatfacevalue,thequestionofwhetherthecharacterswillhave

themoralfbltitudetoacmallyliveuptotheirgoalsandidealsisconstantlyin

question･ Inthissense, thetensioninTblkien'svisionisllotphilosophicalbut

moral.Oncehavingascertainedthegoodandalsoaiterundel･standingittobe

exceedinglydimculttoattain,will it infactbeattainedol･will thetaskpl･ove

toodifncult？Tblkienseemstothinkthatattainingthegoodwillofteninvolve

sacri6ceandsothekeyissuein7yieLoﾉ〃QMeR肋邸isnotthequestionofG6what

goodig'but l･athel･ 6ewhat isthevalueinpersonalsacl･iiicethatthetrulygood

wal･rants，，？Convel･selyぅevilchoices,oncemade,oftennecessitate‘‘91．eatereffbrt

andsacri6ce''(Le"eﾉ宙,237)onthepartofotherstocompensate.

If7ｿ'el,oﾉ･"qf"ieR加g3isfbundtobeamoreethicallythought-provoking

andphilosophicallyseriouswolkthan7ｿ7e"ob6"was,thereasonfbrthissurely

liesinthefactthat itwasconsciouslywrittenmorefbrcGgrown-uprthan7ｿ7e
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"ひ66"was(Le"e'智,42).Bydiscardingthecondescendingnarratorasidesand

occasionallyHippanttonefbundinitspredecessorwork,andbyinfilsmgitwith

theloftymoraltenorof7yieSj〃"α""/o"JVieLoﾉ泓峨ﾙeR/"g3endedupbeinga

considerablymorenuancedandpoliticallycomplexwo1･kthan7yieHo助"・

Oneofthemostprofbundtransfbrmationsthatoccurs isthatofthelight-

heartedHobbits(includingmdividualsnamedMerryandPippin!)wholeave

theShireinfearandremmcapableofrousingtheShire'snolmallyrisk-averse

inhabitantsandvanquishingafbeasshrewdandfbl･midableasSaruman.

Furthennore,whentheydoso,theystatetheircaseintel･msofGnational'selfL

determination・ IfBilboremrnedtotheShirericherandwisel;theHobbits in

7ｿ7eLoﾉ･dqfr/ieR/"gwrenlmwithpolitical idealism, leadershipskills,anda

willingnesstoriskpersonallossfbrthesakeofthecommongood.

Fromthetoneutilizedthroughout凡"7"erGi/esq"α"7andattheoutsetof

7ｿ7e"o助", itseemssaibtoconcludethattheirauthorconsidel･edbothstol･iesto

beakindoflong-fbrlnfaily-tale.DidTblkienconsider7WeLoﾉ･"QMeR/"gEtO

beafaily-taleinthetruestsenseoftheword？Whileitcertainlycontainssomeof

thecrucialelements, inthefinalanalysis,onemightarguethathedidnot.Foron

atleastoneoccasionherecognizedthathisworkpel･hapsoughttobeclassiiied

as"epic"(Le"eﾉざ,58).Andthoughitdoeshaveavelypl･onounced@epic'fiavol･

toit,theworkalsoincludesmanyaSpectsmoretypicalofamodernnoVel.

Withrespecttohismannerofwriting,Zy7eZ,oﾉ"d(W"eR/"gsreadsmuch

more likeanovel thananyofTblkien'spreviouswo1･ks･Therearemol･e

extendeddescl･iptivepassagesexplainingthepsychologicallycomplexthought

pl･ocessesofitscharactersthanin7yie"o"":compare,fbl･example,thedetailed

descriptionsoftheapproachtoMt.Doom(Vbl.3,266-267)withBilbo'svividyet

comparativelyterseimpressionsatiirstsightoftheLonelyMountam(777eHob6",
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176-177).Directlyquoteddialogue,mostlyllon-existentin7ｿ2eSi〃""･""o"and

kepttoabareminimumin7ｿ7eHb66"becomesaprimesou1℃eofcharactel･

developmentin777eLoﾉ〃〔"7eR/"承:thesillyうgl･eedybanterofthedwarvesas

theytrytorecruitBilboatthebegmningofTheHobbit(8-26)seemsexceedingly

childishwhenjuxtaposedwiththesombel･atmosphere, seriousdebatepoints,

andswirlingundercul･rentsofprideandmutualsuspicionthroughoutmuchof

theconversationduringtheCouncilofEIrond(e.9. 315-336). Inretl･ospect,

7ｿ'e"ひ66必whilecel･tainlyhavinganumberofnovel-likequalities,maymore

accuratelybethoughtofasacrucialwaystationalongtheroadTblkienfbllowed

ashiswritmgstyledevelopedfTommythologicalstolytellertofantasynovelist.

OnekeydifferencebetweenTblkien'soeuvl･eandmostibilystories(as

generallyunderstood)isthatTblkien'splacingofhisindividualtaleswithinthe

ovel･all廿ameworkofafictionalmythologymeansthatwhileGchappyendings''

canbesoughtfbr(bycharacterssuchasBilbo)attheleveloftheindividual

tale, infact,"closureisnevercomplete"(Bowman,p.276).Thisopen-ended

naml･eallowsfbrasuccessionofGGeucatastrophe"topuncmateepisodesand

taleswithoutany6nalvictolybeingachieved;ontheotherhand,whileevil

alwaysremains,theavailabilityof"eucatastrophes"neverprecludeshopefbr

thefilmre. In'Iblkien'sfantasy, cGhappyendingclosure'' isasdesirableasit is

"elusiveandneverabsolute"(Bowman,p.277).Throughthisgenre-blending

compromise, 'Iblkienhasvelyeffectivelygl･aitedGfail/tale'optimismontothe

mol･erelevance-indetelminateandopen-endedtraditionofthemodernnove1.

AnotherrelativelyllovelisticaspectofTblkien'sfictionisthewayinwhich

itscarefilllydetailedandpainstakinglydescl･ibeddepictionisaccomplishedat

theexpenseofits"mythicauthenticity";asHunterasmtelynotes,"[t]obeas

portableasmythsarerequiredtobe(…)theymustbenarrativesthatcanmove
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beyondwhateverspecifIcconditionsgaverisetothem"(136).UnliketheOedipus

myth(e.9.Sophocles, 1962)whichhasbeenretoldcountlesstimes invarious

versions,themythicalqualityofTblkien'sstoriesarederivativelymythical(both

withrespecttotheauthor'sownclosedsystemandthebroaderrealmofNorthem

mythoutsideit)butnotinspirationallyso・Thatis,while'Iblkien'sfantasyworks

givethesuper6cial impressionofbeingsimplewrittentranscriptionsofMiddle-

earth'smythologicalhistoly,Tbkien'sexertionofcopyrightprotectionbrooks

novariationsandallowsfbronlyoneeauthoritative'versionofeachstory.More

important,howevel･,thestrengthsofryieLoﾉ"dqMeRi"邸gobeyondtherealm

oficons,typologies,a1℃hetypalnaITativestrucmres,andsymbolstoincludedeit

staging, effectivepacing, ftiscinatingstylisticelaboration,andthethoughtlill

interweavingofmultiplenal･rativestrands,aspectsofliteralyqualityonlyhinted

atin7yleSi加伽･""o"・

AI1dyetthe@epic'qualitiesofTblkien'sworkareundeniable.Manyhave

thoughtthedramasofShakespearetohaveexceptional literalyvaluebecause

theyportraysuchamultiplicityofcomplicatedchal･actersandfieshout the

worldviewofeachmsuchcollvincingways.Consequently,thetensionfbundin

Shakespearestemsatleastpartiallyfi･omaudiencesympathiestowardcharacters

inmrmoilwhencon廿ontedwithanynumberofreadilycomprehensible

dilemmas. Incontrast,Tblkienfbcusesnotontheemotionalorsocietalcnlcibles

experiencedbycharactersinthethroesoftheirproblemsbutuponthewaysin

whichgenerationsarelinked,fbrbetterorworse,bythewiseorfbolishchoices

madebyindividualsduringtheil･timeinthespotlight・Thatistosayl 'Iblkien

islessconcernedaboutthelivedfeelingsassociatedwithbeinginaparticular

predicamentthanwiththesurplusorlackofawill @epic'enoughtoextricate

oneselfTblkien'sfantasyisbrimmingwithheroes,repletewithvillains,and
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awashwiththemorallycon6ictedbut itisdi伍culttoidentifyafilllywrought

characterthatmightreasonablybetenneda6Gvictim.''

lt isthisbracingsenseofmol･al responsibilityandthewaysinwhichit

intemlesheswithnaggingcivilizational concems thatsetsTblkien's6ctioll

apartfiommuchofwhathasbeenwritteninthelastlOOyears.Thatmodems

andpost-modemshavebeencaptivatedbymoraldilemmasandenervating

existentialquandal･iespointstoanunwillingnessorinabilitytomovebeyond

theintenseimmediacyoftraumaticindiVidualcircumstancestocon廿ontlargel･

philosophical issues includingtherepel･cussionsofactionbeyondthetimeof

one'simmediatepl･ogenyandthenatul･eofagoodsociety.

Withthebestofintentions,TblkiendeclaresthatGc..theEIvesal･e"o/wholly

goodorinthel･ight''whiletheGGMenofGondorweresimilar:awitheringpeople

whoseonly@hallows'wel･etheil･tombs''(Le"eﾉ否, 197).Althoughhisstandal･ds

fbrjudgmentmaybel･elativelymol･edefensiblewithintheboundariesofthe

fictionalwol･ldofhisowncreation､many21stCenmlyintelleCtUalSWillWinCeat

hiseagemesstoofYerqualitativejudgmentsontheconductofwholesocieties,

evenallowingfbrthefactthattheyareentirelyfictional.Inamulticulmralworld,

Tblkien'svariouscritiquesofhiscreatedcivilizationssetadismrbingprecedent.

Foriffictionalcultul･escanbeevaluatedaccordingtosomevaguelycompelling

setofoutsidestandards,thenthesamestandardsmightpotemiallybeappliedto

realworldcultures.Andifl･ealwol･ldculmrescanbecriticallyappraisedthencan

judgementsconcemingdlemol･alityofindividualsbefarbehind？

Nevertheless, itwouldbe surprising if; inthis ageofalliancesof

convenienceandendlesslysplinteringaestheticpreferences,Tblkiencouldnot

6ndafbllowing.Theauthol･himselfwasathoroughgoingproponentoftheidea

thatindividualtasteswillnecessal･ilyinfbrmaestheticpreferences.Theauthol･
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wasquicktodismissAuden'shyperventilatedclaimthat ifanyonewereto

professdislikefbrW7eLoﾉ･dq/"IeR"Zg3hewould&Gnevern･usttheirliteraly

judgmentaboutanythingagain"(Lettel･s,229).Andsowehavecomeftlllcircle

totheproblemposedattheoutsetofthisarticle:criticswhol･dectTblkientendto

dismisshisworknotsomuchuponthemel･itsbutbecausetheyareskepticalthat

thegenl･eitexempli6escouldpossiblyexpressideasGliteraly'enoughtodeserve

theirattention

Inthepl･evioussections,theauthorhasattemptedtomakeanumberofpoints

concerningTblkien'sfantasyworks・First, itwasassertedatlengththatry7eLoﾉぱ

q/"7eRi"gBisnotafaily-tale,strictlyspeaking;whilesharingcharacteristics

withtheepictraditioI1, itsmodeofcommunication ispl･imarilythatofthe

modemnovel.Secondlyl itwasarguedthat7VieLoﾉ．〃qfr/ieR"7gHissuperior

to7ｿ7eSi〃"αﾉ‘""O/7and777e"066"bothwithl･especttostylisticexecutionand

alsointennsoftheconsistencywithwhichitsideationalcoreisinfblmedbya

coherentmoraloutlook.Thirdly, ithasbeenobservedthatwhilethe"optimism''

and$Ghappyending3' soprevalent infaily-talesmayseemquintessentially

unliteraly, ifonetakes'Iblkien'sideaofcGeucatastl･ophe'' seriously,hisfantasy

certainlyhasliteralyvalue: 7ｿ7eLoﾉdqfrheR加部inparticularseemsapl･ime

exampleofhowthehappyendingoffail･y-talesmaybeproductivelyfilsedwith

theopen-endednessofmodemnovelstoexpressphilosophicalandtheological

viewpointsconsistentwithaJudeo-Chl･istianworldview.

Inretrospect,totheextentthatTblkien'sphilosophicalworldviewandhis

aestheticgoalsdifferfilndamentallyfi･omsomanyothermodemauthors, it is

naturalthathismodeofsb/listicexpressionshouldbeseentoalignsocIosely

withhisphilosophicalconcerns. lt isalsonatul･al thathisworksmightseem

deficientwhen.iudgedbythestandardsnonnallyappliedtogenresandworks
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reilectingafimdamentallydifferentoutlook.Tbrightlyconsidel･ thequalityof

Tblkien'sliteramre, thebestwaytodl･awmeaningfilldistinctionswillbeto

comparehisworkswithotherworksoffantasylwhethel･hisownol･thoseofhis

manvsuccessors.
ご

Withrespecttohisownprimalycritel･ionfbrjudgementofliteralyquality,

Tblkienwaspredictablyopinionated. Inhisview,agoodstolyGGmustsucceedas

atale,excite,please,andevenonoccasionmove,andwithinitsownimagined

worldbeaccol･ded(literaly)belief'' (Le"eﾉ汐,233).Whenconsidel･edinsuch

terms,Tblkien'swritingshaveprovedsosuccessfillthatthelitel･alymovementhis

worksinspiredhavecometobeappreciatedmostlyinsuchtel･ms.Nevertheless,

athisbest,Tblkien'sauthorialskillsgowellbeyondhisobviousG6imaginative''

creativity: themorallysel･iousphilosophyofhumanconductthathesovividly

expressedbywayof7WeZ,oﾉ'･dq/YﾙeR"7gsbringsintosharpfbcusmanylong-

neglectedhumanvirtues. Ifthepresentageisfbundtobelackinginfbl･giveness,

humilityDmercyjpersonal responsibilityl o1･ selfsacri6ce, perhapsanoverly

naITowde6nitionofGeliteramre'' ispal･tiallytoblame.
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